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INTRODUCTION 

The  Shelby  County  Civil  War  Centennial  Committee  takes  pride  in  pre¬ 
senting  this  brief  pamphlet  covering  the  Civil  War  period  of  our  County’s  his¬ 
tory,  as  a  part  of  our  contribution  to  the  Civil  War  Centennial  Commemoration 
program  instituted  by  our  National  Government.  It  is  hoped  this  pamphlet  will 
be  interesting  and  informative,  and  perhaps  will  further  stimulate  in  the  reader 
a  deeper  interest  in  the  Civil  War  period  of  our  Country’s  history.  We  wish  to 
urge  all  those  who  may  have  dairies,  letters,  and  other  documents  of  interest 
pertaining  to  this  period,  to  bring  them  to  the  attention  of  the  Committee,  or 
to  the  Indiana  State  Library,  in  order  that  they  may  be  microfilmed  or  other¬ 
wise  preserved.  1308654 

The  first  section  of  this  pamphlet  gives  a  brief  and  very  general  history  of 
Shelby  County  during  the  Civil  War  period.  Our  remarks  concerning  the  activi¬ 
ties  of  the  home  folks  during  the  time  of  the  Rebellion  are  necessarily  limited, 
but  we  trust  are  sufficient  to  give  the  reader  an  idea  of  the  trying  times  which 
were  their  lot  during  that  turbulent  period  a  hundred  years  ago. 

In  the  second  section  we  have  endeavored  to  list  the  names  of  all  the  men 
who  entered  the  Union  Armies  from  Shelby  County,  together  with  their  terms 
of  service,  and  the  Company  and  Regimental  organizations  to  which  they  were 
assigned.  We  have  appended  short  Regimental  histories  of  those  Indiana  regi¬ 
ments  to  which  Shelby  County  furnished  a  goodly  number  of  men,  with  the 
thought  in  mind  that  descendents  of  these  soldiers  would  get  from  these  his¬ 
tories  a  general  idea  of  the  service  performed  by  their  forefathers,  especially  as 
regards  the  battles  in  which  they  participated,  and  the  areas  over  which  they 
traveled  and  fought. 

The  final  section  of  this  publication  is  devoted  to  a  series  of  maps  of  all 
the  towns  and  hamlets  in  Shelby  County.  These  maps  bear  the  date  of  1866, 
and  are  the  earliest  which  we  have  found.  They  have  been  reproduced  from 
a  large  map  furnished  the  Committee  by  Mr.  Harry  McCrea,  of  Hendricks 
Township,  whose  kindness  is  gratefully  acknowledged. 

The  Shelby  County  Civil  War  Centennial  Committee: 

Judge  Harold  Barger,  Honorary  Chairman. 

John  R.  Wetnight,  Chairman 
William  Breedlove,  Vice-Chairman. 

Mrs.  Walter  Wintin,  Secretary-Treasurer. 
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WHAT  S  IN  A  NAME  —  (Photo  By  Bob  Brant) 

Of  all  the  Union  soldiers  entering  the  ranks  from  Shelby  County,  none  had 
a  more  thrilling  experience  than  Jack  Flinn,  captain  of  Co.  F,  51st  Indiana. 
Captured  with  his  regiment  in  the  Spring  of  1863,  he  was  lodged  in  Libby 
Prison.  While  there,  he  was  sentenced  to  death  in  retaliation  for  the  alleged 
wrongful  execution  of  Confederate  officers  by  a  Northern  general.  For  a  short 
time  Flinn’s  case  was  a  subject  for  discussion  throughout  the  land,  and  the 
highest  authorities,  North  and  South,  gave  consideration  to  it.  After  a  few 
anxious  days,  Jack  Flinn’s  sentence  was  stayed,  and  in  the  Spring  of  1864  he 
was  exchanged.  He  came  home  to  Shelbyville  to  a  hero’s  welcome,  and  rounds 
of  parties  were  held  in  his  honor.  Jack  Flinn  was  a  popular  figure  in  this 
community  for  the  rest  of  his  short  life.  He  died  in  1872  at  the  untimely  age 
of  38,  and  is  buried  in  the  old  City  Cemetery. 
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In  1861  Shelbyville,  from  a  comparative  standpoint,  was  possibly  a  more 
thriving  and  lively  community  than  it  is  to-day.  The  1860  census  gave  the 
population  of  this  county  seat  town  of  Shelby  County  as  1960  inhabitants,  and 
this  was  larger  than  the  numbers  listed  for  all  the  county  seat  towns  in  adjoin¬ 
ing  counties,  except  Indianapolis  in  Marion  County.  Then  it  was  about  one- 
tenth  the  size  of  our  State  Capital,  whereas  now  it  would  be  about  one-fortieth 
the  size  of  Indianapolis.  The  figures  for  the  Counties  were  comparatively  much 
the  same  as  for  the  cities,  since  Shelbv  County  reported  a  larger  population 
than  any  adjoining  county  save  Marion  County,  in  1860. 

At  this  time,  there  were  no  less  than  three  different  railroads  passing 
through  the  city,  although  one  of  them,  the  Edinburg  to  Knightstown  Railroad, 
a  lateral  branch  of  the  Madison  and  Indianapolis  Railroad,  had  to  cease  opera¬ 
tions  during  the  War.  The  rails  were  taken  up  and  used  for  military  purposes 
in  the  South.  The  busiest  railroad  was  the  Cincinnati-Indianapolis  line,  but 
the  road  from  Columbus  to  Rushville  via  Shelbyville  seemed  to  do  very  well 
too,  for  in  those  days  it  maintained  regular  passenger  service  in  addition  to 
the  hauling  of  freight.  Passenger  schedules  were  printed  frequently  in  the 
newspapers  of  the  day. 

The  condition  of  the  roads  throughout  the  County,  however,  was  quite 
poor.  In  1850,  there  were  only  dirt  roads,  but  by  the  middle  of  the  following 
decade,  private  investors  formed  toll  road  companies  and  began  to  build  a 
number  of  toll  roads,  all  radiating  from  Shelbyville  to  various  smaller  com¬ 
munities.  Oddly  enough,  in  1860  there  were  no  bridges  on  these  roads,  not 
even  over  the  Rig  Blue  River  just  north  of  Shelbyville,  and  all  passages  over 
the  streams  at  this  time  were  by  means  of  fords.  In  fact,  the  first  bridge  built 
in  the  County  was  constructed  over  Blue  River  at  the  little  town  of  Marietta 
in  1861,  and  this  was  done  by  public  subscription,  at  a  \Cost  of  $550.00.  There 
was  no  bridge  over  Big  Blue  north  of  Shelbyville  until  1867.  By  that  time 
people  had  become  fully  conscious  of  the  need  for  these  structures,  and  many 
bridges  were  shortly  thereafter  constructed  over  the  principal  streams  in  the 
County. 

It  is  hard  for  us  to-day  to  envision  what  life  was  like  in  1860  in  Shelby¬ 
ville,  but  perhaps  our  imaginations  can  be  helped  a  little  bit  by  realizing  what 
the  people  in  those  days  did  NOT  have.  No  electricity,  that  came  in  1887;  no 
waterworks,  that  came  in  1886;  no  paved  streets  until  1904;  no  street  lights  until 
1874,  when  gas  was  installed;  no  hospital  in  the  modem  sense.  The  closest 
approach  to  this  type  of  establishment  was  a  so-called  hospital  built  three- 
fourths  of  a  mile  to  the  southeast  of  the  City,  an  eighteen  by  twenty-four  foot 
building  which  actually  was  a  pest-house  where  people  with  contagious  diseases 
were  confined.  Illumination  was  furnished  by  kerosene  lamps,  or  candles,  and 
wood  was  practically  the  only  fuel.  The  horse,  of  course,  provided  the  princi¬ 
pal  means  of  transportation. 

Shelbyville  had  been  incorporated  as  a  City  in  1850.  The  Mayor  was  the 
only  salaried  official,  and  he  received  the  yearly  sum  of  $200.  The  City  Hall, 
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and  the  Post  Office,  were  located  on  Harrison  Street  north  of  the  Public  Square. 
City  Councilmen  were  paid  fifty  cents  per  session,  and  since  they  met  but 
twice  a  month  it  could  scarcely  be  said  that  they  got  rich  off  their  jobs.  The 
City  Clerk  and  Town  Marshall  received  their  pay  entirely  out  of  fees  and  fines. 
The  Town  Marshall  sometimes  doubled  as  a  kind  of  Street  Commissioner,  and 
was  paid  for  doing  work  on  the  streets  and  board  walks  that  were  maintained 
by  the  City  in  the  business  district.  Shelby ville  had  no  Fire  Department  until 
1899,  and  no  Police  Department  until  1902. 

In  1860  there  were  at  least  forty  churches  holding  forth  throughout  the 
County,  and  oddly  enough,  there  were  about  the  same  number  of  doctors,  al¬ 
though  a  few  of  these  doctors  served  as  part-time  ministers.  There  were  about 
one  hundred  school  houses  in  the  County,  most  of  which  were  one-room  brick 
construction.  Higher  education  was  served  up  at  the  Morristown  Academy  in 
Morristown,  and  the  Boggstown  Academy  in  the  village  of  Boggstown,  and  the 
Shelbyville  Academy,  located  where  the  Charles  Major  School  now  stands. 
The  Masonic  Lodge  had  six  different  lodges  in  the  County,  located  in  Shelby¬ 
ville,  Pleasant  View,  Morristown,  Fairland,  Waldron,  and  Norristown.  The  Odd 
Fellows  had  chapter  lodges  at  Shelbyville,  Waldron,  and  Marietta. 

Shelby  County  could  properly  boast  of  one  of  the  nation’s  leading  political 
figures  in  the  person  of  Thomas  A.  Plendricks,  although  he  had  moved  to  In¬ 
dianapolis  early  in  1860.  Mr.  Hendricks  had  been  defeated  in  the  race  for 
Governor  in  1860.  However,  in  later  years  he  served  this  office  twice,  after 
a  term  in  the  United  States  Senate,  and  eventually  he  was  elected  Vice-Presi¬ 
dent  of  the  United  States,  where  he  died  in  office  after  a  short  period  of  serv¬ 
ice.  He  was  a  power  in  the  Democratic  Party  for  many  years.  Lesser  lights 
in  the  Democratic  Party  of  Shelby  County  in  1860  were  Martin  M.  Ray,  an  out¬ 
standing  attorney  who  moved  to  Indianapolis  in  the  early  sixties,  Thomas  McFar¬ 
land,  an  attorney  who  served  in  the  State  Legislature  for  a  time,  and  Reuben 
Spicer,  editor  of  the  NATIONAL  VOLUNTEER,  a  weekly  newspaper  con¬ 
trolled  by  the  county  Democratic  organization. 

While  City  elections  in  this  period  went  in  favor  of  the  Republicans  the 
County  vote  was  invariably  in  favor  of  the  Democratic  party.  This  is  no  doubt 
the  reason  that  there  were  no  Republicans  from  Shelby  County  enjoying  state¬ 
wide  recognition  in  those  years,  —  as  indeed  there  have  been  few  prominent 
members  of  the  Republican  Party  in  the  history  of  the  County.  The  two  Re¬ 
publican  mayors  of  Shelbyville  during  the  Civil  War  period  were  James  Elliott, 
who  served  from  1860  to  1863,  and  James  E.  McGuire,  who  served  from  1863 
to  1867. 

The  Republican  Party  had  as  its  official  organ  the  SHELBYVILLE  BAN¬ 
NER,  but  unfortunately  it  had  to  suspend  operations  early  in  1861.  It  renewed 
publication  for  a  time  in  the  year  1864,  but  shortly  again  had  to  suspend. 
Unfortunately  none  of  the  issues  for  the  year  1864  have  been  found. 

As  heretofore  stated,  the  organ  of  the  Democratic  Party  was  the  NATIONAL 
VOLUNTEER,  a  weekly  paper  edited  by  an  able  newspaperman  by  the  name 


6 


GENERAL  HISTORY 


of  Reuben  Spicer.  Practically  all  of  the  issues  of  this  paper  are  still  available, 
and  from  them  we  have  gleaned  the  details  of  many  unusual  incidents  in  the 
local  history  of  those  times. 

The  Civil  War  period  was  a  time  of  great  turmoil  throughout  our  country, 
and  as  for  Shelbyville  and  Shelby  County,  there  were  certainly  more  violent 
deaths,  robberies,  fights,  brawls,  public  disturbances  and  mob  violence  of  dif¬ 
ferent  sorts,  and  general  misbehavior  of  report  for  the  years  1861-1865  than  for 
any  similar  period  of  the  County’s  history;  —  one  is  tempted  to  say  almost  as 
much  mayhem  as  the  sum  total  of  all  such  offenses  committed  before  and  since, 
but  this  would  make  a  somewhat  debatable  statement.  The  War  of  course  was 
the  indirect  cause  of  much  of  all  this  misbehavior,  because  people  everywhere 
were  emotionally  disturbed  by  the  issues  of  secession,  emancipation  of  the  negro, 
the  draft  laws,  political  campaigns  and  issues,  military  rule  under  provost  mar¬ 
shalls,  activities  of  the  Knights  of  the  Golden  Circle,  and  all  the  unusual  prob¬ 
lems,  uncertainties,  and  hardships  generated  by  the  Great  Conflict.  Liquor  was 
the  torch  that  in  most  cases  caused  these  emotions  to  burst  into  flame,  some¬ 
times  with  dire  results. 

There  must  have  been  a  lot  of  liquor  consumed  by  the  citizenry  in  those 
times,  —  mostly  corn  whiskey.  One  reads  an  advertisement  in  the  VOLUN¬ 
TEER  advertising  whiskey,  “of  high  proof  and  excellent  quality  for  a  price 
of  twenty-five  cents  per  gallon.  Editor  Spicer  says  there  were  no  less  than  a 
dozen  saloons  in  the  City  of  Shelbyville,  and  by  means  of  a  rather  complicated 
set  of  arguments  he  deduced  that  each  drinking  man  in  the  City  consumed  no 
less  than  eighteen  and  three-fourths  gallons,  or  a  half-barrel,  of  whiskey,  per 
year.  The  amount  of  money  spent  for  liquor  exceeded,  by  several  thousand 
dollars,  the  amount  raised  by  taxation  for  the  support  of  schools. 

Vices  of  other  sorts  must  have  caused  the  city  fathers  some  worries,  for  in 
July,  1861,  the  City  Council  passed  a  rather  lengthy  “Ordinance,  to  Protect 
the  Decency,  Morality,  and  Good  Order  of  the  City.”  This  ordinance  contained 
fifteen  separate  clauses,  about  half  of  which  pertained  to  the  vice  of  prostitu¬ 
tion.  Burglary  and  theft,  and  petty  larcenies,  were  reported  in  many  issues  of 
the  VOLUNTEER.  Perpetrators  of  these  crimes  included  all  ages,  from  boys 
of  tender  years  who  could  and  did  frequent  the  vilest  dens  of  iniquity,  and  were 
sometimes  caught  in  petty  thefts,  to  the  professional  robber  who  trafficked  in 
stolen  horses,  committed  hold-ups  or  robbed  stores  of  their  cash  or  wares,  — 
and  who  were  seldom  caught.  Horse  stealing  was  probably  the  most  serious 
crime  of  theft;  it  was  not  unusual  for  a  dozen  or  so  of  horses  to  be  reported 
stolen  within  a  period  of  one  week. 

Saturday  was  the  big  shopping  day,  and  Shelbyville  on  that  day  was  usual¬ 
ly  crowded  with  people,  looking  over  the  sidewalk  displays  and  giving  attention 
to  vendors  of  all  kinds  hawking  their  wares.  This  was  a  day  punctuated  by 
street  fights,  dog  fights,  dogs  running  through  town  with  tin  cans  tied  to  their 
tails,  put  there  by  boys  enjoying  “canninish  amusement”;  It  was  further  en¬ 
livened  by  an  occasional  run-away  horse,  bringing  danger,  as  well  as  excitement 
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to  all  those  in  its  path.  This  was  the  day  when  most  of  the  political  rallies  were 
held,  attended  always  with  much  acrimonious  discussion  and  partisan  bitterness, 
and  frequent  physical  violence. 

Many  times  citizens  were  aroused  to  such  extents  that  mobs  were  formed, 
but  they  seldom  were  guilty  of  gross  violence.  Undoubtedly  the  biggest  brawl 
ever  to  take  place  in  Shelbyville  occurred  on  Saturday,  September  14,  1861.  Let 
us  quote  the  story  directly  as  it  was  reported  in  the  VOLUNTEER;  — 

“A  Fight.  Our  City  was  the  scene  of  one  of  the  largest  and  liveliest 
fights  on  Saturday  afternoon  last  that  has  occurred  hereabouts  within 
the  memory  of  the  ‘oldest  inhabitant’.  We  believe  it  originated  from  a 
fellow  named  Scott,  living  in  Jackson  Township,  hurrahing  for  Jeff 
Davis,  which  at  once  fired  both  the  patriotism  and  indignation  of  the 
boys.  The  Marshall,  to  save  him  from  injury  and  prevent  a  row,  arrested 
Scott  and  was  proceeding  towards  the  Mayors  office,  when  some  of  his 
companions  interfered  and  attempted  his  rescue  —  this  gave  rise  to  a 
disturbance  and  in  a  very  few  minutes  the  fight  became  general  and 
promiscuous,  nearly  or  quite  fifty  men  being  engaged  —  those  who 
had  the  misfortune  to  get  knocked  down  presented  a  most  sorry 
spectacle  as  they  arose  to  their  feet  dripping  with  mud  and  gore  —  it 
having  rained  throughout  the  day  the  roads  were  decidedly  soft. 
Several  were  quite  seriously  injured  by  being  hit  with  rocks,  false 
loiucks’  and  slung  shots  —  especially  a  man  named  DeHart,  who 
received  a  most  frightful  gash  in  the  forehead,  which  Dr.  Day  found 
considerable  trouble  in  dressing  so  as  to  stop  the  profuse  bleeding. 
Ephriam  Tucker,  was  hit  on  the  jaw  by  a  rock,  and  badly  injured, 
although  not  engaged  in  the  fight  —  but  flying  rocks  are  no  respecter 
of  persons. 

For  a  time  the  scene  was  truly  frightful,  and  apprehensions  that  serious 
consequences  would  ensue  were  rife,  but  to  the  surprise  of  all  neither 
pistols  nor  knives  were  brought  into  requisition”. 

Morgan’s  raid  into  southern  Indiana  in  the  early  part  of  the  July,  1863, 
was  the  cause  of  considerable  excitement  and  apprehension  in  the  City  of 
Shelbyville.  Fears  were  expressed  that  the  Rebel  leader  intended  to  make  In¬ 
dianapolis  his  goal,  and  if  true,  Shelbyville  quite  likely  would  have  been  in  his 
path.  Intensive  preparations  were  made  to  meet  the  foe,  the  forces  being  or¬ 
ganized  by  Mayor  James  E.  McGuire,  who  had  been  Captain  of  Co.  F.  51st 
Indiana,  but  had  resigned  his  commission  early  in  the  year  1862.  There  was 
no  issue  of  the  VOLUNTEER  for  July  16,  1863,  because  all  hands  were  occupied 
with  problem  of  repelling  the  invader.  An  interesting  sidelight  developed  when 
eighteen  of  Morgan’s  men  who  had  been  taken  prisoners  were  lodged  overnight 
in  the  County  jail.  Quite  a  number  of  the  townspeople  strenuously  objected  to 
the  feeding  of  these  prisoners  in  the  local  constabulary,  alleging  that  such  an 
act  was  an  unpatriotic  use  of  public  funds.  It  should  be  explained,  perhaps, 
that  the  eighteen  prisoners  were  not  captured  by  local  forces,  who  never  got 
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close  to  the  enemy,  but  were  in  fact  taken  by  Union  regulars  down  along  the 
Ohio  River. 

During  the  year  1863  the  Knights  of  the  Golden  Circle  were  very  active  in 
the  State  of  Indiana,  and  while  no  proof  is  now  available,  it  would  seem  that 
this  organization  had  at  least  some  support  in  Shelby  County.  Certain  it  is 
that  the  Democratic  Party  supplied  this  organization  with  all  its  members,  and 
Democratic  Party  was  unusually  strong  in  Shelby  County.  Many  acts  of  vio¬ 
lence  occurred  when  someone  was  accused  of  belonging  to  that  organization,  or 
strongly  suspected  of  belonging.  Actually,  the  Knights  were  not  as  treasonable 
as  is  commonly  supposed,  particularly  as  regards  the  activities  of  local  chapters. 
It  was  not  unusual  for  members  of  the  “fair  sex”  to  get  so  involved  in  political 
arguments  as  to  attempt  to  resolve  the  differences  of  opinion  by  resorting  to 
fisticuffs. 

Some  incidents,  however,  took  a  decidedly  serious  turn.  Witness  the  fol¬ 
lowing: 

1.  In  March,  1863,  a  political  argument  between  William  Sills  and  Alfred 
Huston,  in  the  village  of  Blue  Ridge  (then  called  Cynthian  )  developed 
into  a  fight  during  which  Sills  was  stabbed  and  killed. 

2.  In  April,  1863,  a  soldier  by  the  name  of  Robert  Norvell  was  shot  and 
killed  by  a  Southern  sympathizer,  in  downtown  Shelbyville,  following  an 
argument. 

3.  In  June,  1863,  a  deserter  from  the  33rd  Indiana  Regiment  was  surrounded 
by  a  group  of  soldiers  and  mortally  wounded  as  he  tried  to  escape. 
This  took  place  near  the  south  edge  of  the  City. 

4.  In  the  same  month,  June  of  1863,  near  Manilla,  a  deputy  provost  mar¬ 
shall,  by  the  name  of  Frank  Stevens,  and  his  assistant,  a  Mr.  Craycraft, 
were  ambushed  and  killed  by  seven  persons  who  arose  from  a  wheat 
field  nearby  and  fired  upon  them,  as  they  were  about  to  serve  some  draft 
papers. 

Many  other  incidents  involving  gunplay  and  sundry  acts  of  violence  might 
well  be  reported  here,  if  space  permitted.  Perhaps,  however,  we  have  reported 
enough  to  indicate  the  turmoil  prevailing  locally  during  this  trying  period. 

In  spite  of  all  this,  the  contributions  of  the  citizens  of  Shelby  County  to 
the  Union  cause  were  truly  adequate  and  worthy  of  much  praise.  Shelby  was 
among  the  first  counties  in  the  State  to  enroll  a  company  of  men  and  send  them 
into  battle.  These  men  fought  in  the  7th  Indiana  in  the  Battle  of  Phillippi,  the 
first  land  battle  of  the  Civil  War.  Shortly  afterwards  one  of  these  men,  with 
the  ordinary  name  of  John  Smith,  was  killed  in  a  skirmish  near  Bealington, 
Virginia.  So  Shelby  County  was  likewise  one  of  the  first  counties  to  have  a 
battle  casualty.  Smith  was  the  fourth  man  from  the  State  of  Indiana  to  lose 
his  life  in  battle. 

As  the  year  1861  progressed  and  the  war  increased  in  intensity,  Shelby 
County  continued  to  pour  men  into  the  Union  ranks.  By  August  of  that  year, 
no  less  than  five  full  companies,  and  parts  of  two  others,  had  been  turned  out. 
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The  first  Union  man  to  lose  his  life  in  battle  in  the  State  of  Kentucky  was  from 
Shelby  County.  His  name  was  Lewis  McFerran,  from  the  vicinity  of  Marietta. 
He  was  a  member  of  Co.  F,  33rd  Indiana,  and  he  lost  his  life  in  the  Battle  of 
Wildcat,  Kentucky,  Oct.  21,  1861. 

In  all,  Shelby  County  had  3120  enlistments,  of  which  only  323  came  in 
under  the  draft,  the  remainder  being  volunteers.  Of  course,  some  of  the  men 
re-enlisted,  perhaps  on  occasion  more  than  once,  but  still  it  is  safe  to  say  that 
there  were  about  2500  men  entering  the  service  at  one  time  or  another.  During 
the  late  World  War  II  Shelby  County  had  about  3000  enlistments  altogether, 
male  and  female,  so  when  one  takes  into  account  the  difference  in  population 
figures  for  the  two  periods,  it  isn’t  hard  to  conclude  that  Shelby  County  did 
indeed  give  full  support  to  the  Union  cause  during  the  Civil  War  period. 

During  the  Civil  War  Shelby  County  men  found  their  ways  into  all  branches 
of  the  service,  and  fought  in  almost  all  theatres  of  war.  The  majority  of  them, 
however,  fought  in  the  States  of  Kentucky,  Tennessee,  Mississippi,  and  Georgia. 
Large  numbers  of  them  were  with  General  Sherman  in  his  campaign  for  Atlanta, 
and  many  of  these  participated  in  the  now  famous  March  to  the  Sea.  It  was 
in  these  campaigns,  of  course,  that  most  of  the  battle  casualties  involving  Shelby 
County  men  occurred.  Over  200  men  lost  their  lives  in  the  conflict,  with  less 
than  one-fourth  of  this  number  being  killed  in  battle,  the  balance  succumbing 
to  disease.  During  World  War  II  Shelby  County  suffered  about  80  fatalities, 
but  of  course  disease  was  not  much  of  a  factor  by  this  time. 

The  reader  is  referred  to  local  history  books  for  further  details  of  this 
period  of  Shelby  County  history.  Your  Centennial  Committee  welcomes  any 
inquiries  that  may  be  directed  to  it,  and  wishes  to  express  its  appreciation  to 
all  those  who  have  lent  assistance.  On  the  following  pages  are  over  1500 
volunteers  from  Shelby  County.  Information  is  listed  in  this  order  —  Name, 
Rank,  Company,  Regiment,  Date  Mustered  In  and  Date  Mustered  Out. 
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One  Civil  War  practice  that 
seems  most  odd  to  us  to-day 
was  that  of  allowing  drafted 
men  to  furnish  substitutes. 
This  number  of  men  who 
avoided  war  service  in  this 
manner  was  not  large,  but  it 
could  scarcely  be  said  that 
it  was  unusual  for  a  man  to 
take  advantage  of  this  priv¬ 
ilege.  The  advertisement  ap¬ 
pearing  herewith,  published 
in  the  National  Volunteer  for 
Jan.  26,  1865,  sheds  an  in¬ 
teresting  sidelight  on  this 
phase  of  our  local  Civil  War 
history. 
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INDIANA  MUTUAL 


DRAFT  INSURANCE  COMPANY. 

Capital  -  -  $30,000. 
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ARE  YOU  INSURED  AGAINST 
THE  DRAFT? 
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DilAFT)  Whose  business  knd  family  relations  are 
such,  that  serving  the  Govt  rnment  as  drafted  man,  or  pro 
curing  substitutes  at  the  present  high  rates,  are  alike  atten¬ 
ded  with  peculiar  hardships. 

A  Company  under  the  title  of  the  Indiana  Mutual  Draft  In¬ 
surance  Company  has  neen  organized  tlife  special  i  urpose 
of  insuring  men  against  the 
as-  ». 
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Editor  Spicer  comments: 

“Come  In  Out  of  the  Draft.”  “In  another  column  is  an  advertisement  of 
the  Indiana  Draft  Insurance  Company.  Mr.  Noble,  the  President,  and  all  con¬ 
cerned  with  the  Company  are  reliable  and  honorable.  The  terms  of  the  in¬ 
surance  will  but  be  little  if  any  higher  than  is  usually  paid  into  ‘clubs’,  and  if 
drafted  you  have  no  trouble  looking  up  a  substitute,  the  Company  attending 
to  this  for  you.  If  we  had  not  been  so  fortunate  as  to  draw  a  prize  in  the 
last  draft,  we  should  certainly  take  a  policy  of  exemption  in  this  Company. 
K.  M.  Hord  is  the  local  agent.” 


Editorial  Note: 

In  the  issue  of  the  Volunteer  for  Sept.  5,  1867,  Editor  Spicer  says  he  was 
conscripted  in  the  fall  of  1864,  but  friends  of  his  put  up  $710  and  he  himself 
added  $215,  making  a  total  of  $925,  to  pay  a  substitute  to  take  his  place  in  the 
Army. 
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ROSTER  OF  VOLUNTEERS 
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REGIMENTAL  HISTORIES 


The  short  regimental  histories  which  are  here  provided  have  been  copied 
almost  verbatim  from  Volumes  I  and  II  of  Terrell’s  Adjutant  General  Reports, 
published  in  1866.  While  these  histories  are  quite  brief,  they  have  the  advant¬ 
age  of  being  factual  and  unbiased,  which  cannot  be  said  of  all  regimental 
histories. 

Most  of  the  more  detailed  regimental  histories  that  have  come  down  to  us 
were  written  several  years  after  the  War,  many  by  regimental  adjutants,  since 
these  officers  were  most  familiar  with  a  good  deal  of  the  written  materials  and 
records  pertaining  to  their  particular  regiments.  Some  of  these  are  excellent, 
and  some  ordinary,  as  measured  by  the  yardstick  of  literary  accomplishment, 
but  all  are  none  the  less  interesting  to  the  student  of  the  Civil  War. 

It  should  be  remembered  that  during  the  Civil  War  regiments  were  made 
up  of  Volunteers  from  a  particular  district  of  the  State,  and  were  not  formed 
with  the  heterogenous  grouping  employed  by  the  military  authorities  to-day. 
Furthermore,  companies  of  the  regiments  almost  invariably  were  made  up  of 
men  who  had  lived  together  in  a  given  community.  It  should  be  easy  to 
understand,  then,  how  close  were  the  bonds  of  friendship  between  these  men 
who  came  from  the  same  community,  and  lived  together  and  fought  together 
through  the  long  years  of  the  War.  A  regiment  could  truly  be  described  as  a 
“fighting  family  of  men.” 

It  is  suggested  that  the  reader  obtain  a  map  and  follow  out  in  detail  the 
movements  of  one  of  these  regiments.  The  movements  of  the  Thirty-Third,  in 
particular,  will  prove  to  be  most  interesting  and  worthy  of  study.  It  is  only 
by  learning  something  of  the  experiences  of  a  regiment  that  one  can  fully  un¬ 
derstand  what  the  military  life  of  the  soldier  in  the  Civil  War  was  like.  And, 
as  Bruce  Catton  says,  of  the  Civil  War  soldier,  “In  his  own  person  he  finally 
embodied  what  the  War  was  all  about.” 

THE  SEVENTH  INDIANA  -  90  DAYS 

The  Seventh  Regiment  was  organized  and  mustered  into  service,  for  three 
months,  at  Indianapolis,  April  25th,  1861,  with  Ebenezer  Dumont  (who  had 
served  with  distinction  in  the  Mexican  War)  as  Colonel.  On  the  29th  of  May 
it  was  ordered  to  Western  Virginia,  and  proceeded  at  once  by  rail  to  Grafton, 
by  way  of  Richmond,  Indiana,  and  Dayton,  Columbus  and  Zanesville,  Ohio. 
On  the  2nd  of  June  it  proceeded  by  rail  to  Webster,  where  it  was  joined  by 
other  regiments.  The  entire  force  was  then  divided  into  two  columns,  under 
the  immediate  command  of  Col.  Kelly,  and  was  marched  to  Philippi,  the 
Seventh  being  in  advance.  The  advance  guard,  under  Lieut.  Benjamin  Ricketts, 
of  Co.  “B”  when  within  a  mile  of  the  town,  engaged  the  enemy’s  pickets  and 
drove  them  back.  The  Seventh,  followed  by  the  rest  of  the  column,  crossed  a 
bridge  and  entered  the  town  at  double-quick,  driving  the  rebels  before  them 
out  of  town  and  two  miles  beyond.  The  regiment  remained  in  camp  at  this 
place  for  six  weeks,  and  them  marched  to  Bealington,  as  part  of  Gen.  Morris’ 
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command.  Here  some  skirmishing  was  had  with  the  enemy’s  pickets,  and  a 
reconnoissance  to  the  right  and  rear  of  their  line  made  by  a  force  of  five 
hundred  men  of  the  Seventh  and  Ninth  Indiana,  under  Col.  Dumont.  On  the 
night  of  the  11th  of  July  the  rebels  retreated  from  the  front  of  our  troops,  and 
in  the  morning  the  pursuit  commenced  —  the  Seventh  being  in  the  rear  —  and 
was  continued  until  two  o’clock  in  the  afternoon,  our  forces  halting  at  Leeds- 
ville.  While  here  Capt.  Blair  and  Lieut.  Tucker  captured  three  rebel  prisoners, 
the  next  morning  the  march  was  resumed  to  St.  George  —  Cheat  River  being 
forded  on  the  way.  At  Carrick’s  Ford  the  crossing  was  resisted  by  Gen.  Gar¬ 
nett,  which  was  promptly  met  by  the  fire  of  the  Fourteen  Ohio,  Col.  Steadman, 
stationed  on  the  bank  of  the  river  opposite  the  enemy.  The  Seventh  Indiana 
then  advanced  and  charged  down  the  banks  of  the  river,  crossed  over,  and  cap¬ 
tured  the  enemy’s  baggage,  and  hurried  on  in  pursuit  of  the  retreating  rebels. 
At  the  next  ford,  —  three-quarters  of  a  mile  from  Carrick’s  Ford,  the  enemy 
made  another  stand,  under  the  personal  command  of  Gen.  Garnett.  The  resis¬ 
tance  was  brief,  the  rebels  flying  and  leaving  their  commander  dead  on  the 
field.  Col.  Dumont  continued  the  pursuit  for  two  miles  and  then  halted  for 
the  night.  The  next  day  the  Seventh  took  up  the  line  of  march  to  St.  George, 
and  from  thence  to  Bealington.  After  a  few  days  rest  it  was  ordered  to  In¬ 
dianapolis,  where  it  was  mustered  out  of  service. 

Editorial  Note:  Shelby  County  furnished  a  full  company  of  men  to  the  7th 
Indiana,  90  days  service.  They  were  enrolled  in  Co.  C,  with  John  M.  Blair,  as 
Capt.,  John  M.  Flinn,  1st  Lieut.,  and  John  C.  Maze,  2nd  Lieut.  When  the  90 
day  term  was  over,  the  regiment  was  soon  thereafter  reorganized  for  a  three 
year  term,  but  Capt.  Blair  was  the  only  Shelby  County  man  to  remain  with  the 
regiment.  He  became  the  Adjutant,  and  saw  a  lot  of  hard  service  in  the  East¬ 
ern  theatre  of  the  War.  Capt.  Blair  had  operated  a  clothing  store  on  the  east 
side  of  the  public  square  in  Shelbyville  before  the  War,  John  Flinn  became 
a  1st  Lieut.,  and  later  Capt.,  of  Co.  F,  51st  Indiana,  and  had  a  most  unusual 
military  career.  ( See  page  4. ) 

John  Maze  became  a  1st  Lieut,  of  Co.  D,  33rd  Indiana,  and  later  was  Capt. 
of  Co.  G  of  the  same  regiment.  He  ended  his  military  career  with  the  rank  of 
Major.  John  Maze  undoubtedly  was  one  of  the  finest  soldiers  to  serve  the 
Union  cause  from  Shelby  County.  Little  is  known  of  his  life  as  a  civilian. 
Private  John  R.  Smith  was  the  only  Shelby  County  casualty  in  the  7th  Indiana, 
and  he  was  among  the  very  first  of  Indiana  soldiers  to  lose  his  life  in  battle. 
Many  of  the  enlisted  men  re-enlisted  in  other  regiments,  particularly  the  16th, 
51st  and  70th,  and  saw  a  lot  of  hard  service. 

THE  SIXTEENTH  INDIANA  -  ONE  YEAR  S  SERVICE 

The  organization  of  the  Sixteenth  Regiment  was  completed  at  Richmond, 
in  the  month  of  May,  1861,  with  Pleasant  A.  Hackleman  as  Colonel.  On  the 
23rd  of  July,  the  regiment  departed  for  Richmond.  It  was  the  first  regiment 
that  marched  through  Baltimore  after  the  firing  upon  the  Sixth  Massachusetts 
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Regiment,  in  April.  Reaching  Harpers  Ferry,  it  was  assigned  to  Gen.  Bank’s 
Army,  and  was  stationed  in  Pleasant  Valley,  near  Soloman’s  Gap.  About  the 
middle  of  August,  the  Sixteenth  moved,  with  Gen.  Abercrombie’s  Brigade,  and 
Bank’s  Army,  through  the  valley  of  the  Monocacy,  to  Hyattstown,  passing  Car- 
roll  Manor  on  the  route.  In  the  latter  part  of  August,  it  marched  to  Damestown, 
near  which  place  it  encamped  on  the  1st  of  September.  Remaining  here  until 
October  21st  —  the  fatal  day  at  Ball’s  Bluff  —  the  regiment  received  marching 
orders,  and  all  day  long,  during  the  march,  the  sound  of  cannon  was  heard. 
Reaching  Edward’s  Ferry  that  night,  the  Regiment  crossed  over  the  Potomac 
in  canal  boats  and  joined  Gorman’s  Brigade  early  next  morning,  which  lay  in 
the  mud  along  the  bank.  In  the  afternoon  of  the  22nd,  an  attack  was  made 
upon  the  pickets,  in  which  two  men  of  the  Sixteenth  were  killed.  Immediately 
after,  the  Regiment  was  hurried  forward,  in  line  of  battle,  on  the  Bluffs,  and 
here,  in  the  evening,  participated  in  a  brisk  engagement  with  the  enemy,  which 
was  ended  by  the  rebels  retiring  during  the  night.  Orders  being  given  for 
evacuation,  the  Sixteenth  was  detailed,  on  the  23rd  as  a  picket  line,  to  cover 
the  retreat  of  our  forces,  and  was  the  last  regiment  to  recross  the  Potomac, 
reaching  the  Maryland  shore  at  daylight  on  the  morning  of  the  24th.  Two 
men  were  drowned  during  this  expedition.  On  the  26th,  it  moved  to  Seneca 
Creek,  where  it  encamped  until  the  2nd  of  December,  when  it  again  took  up 
its  line  of  march,  reaching  Frederick  City  on  the  6th,  near  which  place  it  went 
into  winter  quarters,  called  “Cantonment  Hicks.” 

Towards  the  latter  part  of  February,  1862,  the  long  expected  movement  of 
the  armies  commenced.  The  Sixteenth  took  cars  for  Harper’s  Ferry  on  the  27th 
reaching  there  the  same  evening.  On  the  1st  of  March  it  moved  to  Charlestown, 
where  it  remained  until  the  10th,  and  then  marched  to  Berryville,  where  a  halt 
was  made  for  two  days.  Resuming  the  march  on  the  night  of  the  12th,  they 
arrived  at  Winchester  the  next  morning  to  find  it  already  occupied  by  another 
division  of  the  army.  In  a  few  days  after  the  Sixteenth,  with  a  detachment  of 
other  troops  from  the  Brigade  marched  back  to  Snicker’s  Ferry,  where  it  built 
a  bridge  across  the  Shenandoah,  accomplishing  the  work  in  forty-eight  hours. 
Here  six  men  of  Stonewall  Jackson’s  army  were  captured  by  Lt.  Capeland  of 
the  Sixteenth.  On  the  23rd  of  March  the  army  crossed  the  Blue  Ridge  and 
marched  near  Aldie,  where  word  being  received  of  the  battle  of  Winchester 
the  command  was  marched  back  and  encamped  on  the  ground  before  occupied 
on  the  other  side  of  the  mountain.  Crossing  the  Shenandoah  on  the  25th,  the 
Sixteenth  was  ordered  to  retrace  its  steps,  and  on  the  next  day  crossed  the  Blue 
Ridge  (for  the  third  time),  and  encamped  near  Goose  Creek.  From  here  the 
Regiment  marched  to  Aldie,  and  from  thence,  through  Centerville  to  Warren- 
ton,  arriving  there  on  the  2nd  day  of  April.  While  in  camp  at  that  place,  the 
Sixteenth  was  on  active  duty,  though  not  in  active  service.  On  the  12th  of 
May,  it  left  Warrenton  for  Washington,  D.  C.,  where  on  the  14th  of  May,  1862, 
it  was  mustered  out  of  service  and  soon  after  returned  to  Indiana.  On  the  30th 
of  April  its  commanding  officer,  Col.  Hackleman  was  commissioned  a  Brigadier 
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General,  and  on  the  13th  of  May,  in  presence  of  the  regiment,  an  elegant  sword 
was  presented  by  the  enlisted  men  of  the  Sixteenth  Indiana.  This  gallant  officer 
was  killed  in  battle  at  Iuka,  Miss.,  Lt.  Col.  Thomas  J.  Lucas  succeeded  him  a  few 
days  before  the  final  discharge  of  the  Regiment. 

Editorial  Note:  Except  for  the  70th  Indiana,  Shelby  County  furnished  more 
men  to  the  16th,  1  year  regiment,  than  to  any  other  during  the  entire  war. 
About  two  full  companies  came  from  Shelby  County.  The  highest  ranking  of¬ 
ficer  from  Shelby  County  in  this  regiment  was  Robert  Conover,  regimental 
adjutant.  When  the  regiment  was  later  re-organized  for  three  year  service,  most 
of  the  officers  and  enlisted  men  from  Shelby  County  did  not  rejoin  the  regi¬ 
ment.  Adjutant  Conover  stayed  on,  however,  and  finished  his  service  with  the 
rank  of  full  Colonel.  He  thus  became  the  highest  ranking  officer  from  Shelby 
County  to  serve  the  Union  cause.  Shelby  County  men  made  up  companies  A 
and  H.  Officers  of  Co.  A  were  Thomas  McFarland,  Capt.,  David  T.  Sleeth, 
1st  Lt.,  and  William  J.  F.  Randall,  2nd  Lt.  Thomas  McFarland  in  civilian  life 
had  been  a  prominent  Shelbyville  lawyer  and  Democratic  politician,  and  had 
served  in  the  State  legislature.  He  was  one  of  the  leaders  in  uniting  his  party 
with  the  Union  cause  after  the  firing  on  Fort  Sumpter.  When  his  one  year 
term  with  the  16th  was  over,  he  came  back  to  Shelbyville  and  later  joined  the 
70th  Indiana  as  Capt.  of  Co.  B,  on  August  1,  1862.  However,  he  soon  resigned 
and  returned  to  civilian  life  as  a  practicing  attorney.  He  again  engaged  in 
politics,  but  curiously  enough,  he  gave  up  his  Democratic  affiliation  and  joined 
the  ranks  of  the  Republicans.  He  was  not  successful  in  obtaining  office,  and 
died  untimely  in  1864,  at  the  age  of  36.  He  is  buried  in  the  old  City  Cemetery. 
David  Sleeth  likewise  joined  the  70th  after  his  1  year  term  with  the  16th.  When 
McFarland  resigned,  Sleeth  became  Capt.  of  Co.  B,  and  saw  a  lot  of  service, 
especially  during  the  campaign  for  Atlanta.  Lt.  Randall  apparently  did  not  re- 
enlist  for  any  further  service.  Officers  of  Co.  H,  16th  Indiana,  were  all  from 
Fairland,  with  William  Judkins,  Capt.,  Henry  L.  Francis,  1st  Lt.,  and  Samuel 
Tull,  2nd  Lt.  None  of  these  saw  any  further  military  service.  Only  a  small 
percentage  of  the  enlisted  men  of  companies  B  and  H  re-enlisted  in  other  regi¬ 
ments  after  serving  the  one-year  term  with  the  16th.  A  few  joined  regiments 
such  as  the  70th,  and  became  veteran  soldiers  in  every  sense  of  the  word. 
Others  joined  the  short-term  regiments  organized  late  in  the  war,  such  as  the 
132nd,  but  saw  little,  if  any,  military  action. 

THE  EIGHTEETH  REGIMENT  -  THREE  YEARS 

The  Eighteenth  Regiment  was  organized  and  mustered  into  service  at  In¬ 
dianapolis,  on  the  16th  of  August,  1861,  with  Thomas  Pattison  as  Colonel,  and 
left  the  State  for  St.  Louis  on  the  17th  of  August.  From  that  place  it  proceeded 
into  the  interior  of  Missouri,  and  participated  in  Fremont’s  march  to  Springfield, 
and  in  the  return  march  to  Otterville,  under  General  Hunter,  after  which  it 
moved  with  Pope’s  army  to  the  Black  Water,  and  there  took  part  in  the  capture 
of  a  large  number  of  prisoners.  In  February,  1862,  the  regiment  marched  with 
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General  Curtis’  forces  to  Cross  Hollows  and  thence  to  the  battlefield  of  Pea 
Ridge,  where,  in  the  engagement  near  Leetown  on  the  6th  of  March,  the  brig¬ 
ade  to  which  it  was  attached  saved  from  capture  another  brigade,  and  the 
Eighteenth  Regiment  recaptured  the  guns  of  the  Peoria  Artillery.  On  the  next 
day,  in  the  battle  near  Elkhorn  Tavern,  the  regiment  participated  in  the  ad¬ 
vance,  which  resulted  in  turning  the  ememy’s  left,  compelling  him  to  abandon 
the  field.  On  the  6th  of  April  it  marched  for  Helena,  Arkansas,  reaching  that 
place  on  the  13th  of  July,  taking  part  in  the  engagement  at  Cotton  Plant,  while 
on  the  march.  Embarking  from  Helena  on  transports,  on  the  11th  of  October, 
the  regiment  reached  Sulphur  Springs,  Missouri,  a  few  days  after,  and  re¬ 
mained  on  duty  in  Southeast  Missouri  during  the  winter.  In  the  spring  of  1863 
the  Eighteenth  was  transferred  to  Grant’s  army,  and,  as  part  of  the  division 
commanded  by  General  Carr,  participated  in  the  flanking  of  the  enemy’s  posi¬ 
tion  at  Grand  Gulf,  and  in  the  battle  at  Port  Gibson  on  the  1st  of  May,  (cap¬ 
turing  a  stand  of  colors  and  some  artillery,)  and  in  the  engagements  at  Cham¬ 
pion  Hills,  on  the  15th,  and  Black  River  Bridge  on  the  17th  of  May.  From  the 
19th  of  May  until  the  capitulation,  it  was  engaged  in  our  works  in  the  rear  of 
Vicksburg.  During  the  assault  it  was  the  first  regiment  to  plant  its  colors  on 
the  enemy’s  works,  where  they  were  kept  for  eight  hours.  Leaving  Vicksburg, 
the  regiment  moved  to  New  Orleans,  and  during  the  fall  participated  in  a 
campaign  up  the  Teche  River,  and  in  the  operations  in  that  part  of  Louisiana. 
On  the  12th  of  November  it  embarked  for  Texas,  where,  on  the  17th,  it  was 
engaged  in  the  capture  of  a  fort  on  Mustang  Island,  and  also  in  the  successful 
attack  on  Fort  Esparanza  on  the  27th  of  November.  On  the  1st  of  January, 
1864,  the  regiment  re-enlisted  at  Indianola,  and  started  home  on  veteran  fur¬ 
lough;  it  was  stopped  at  Baton  Rouge,  and  formed  part  of  a  column  that  de¬ 
feated  a  rebel  force  organizing  for  an  attack  on  the  garrison  at  that  place. 
Reaching  Indianapolis  on  the  4th  of  June,  it  remained  in  the  State  until  the 
16th  of  July,  when  it  proceeded  to  Virginia,  joining  General  Butler’s  forces  at 
Bermuda  Hundred,  where  it  had  several  severe  skirmishes  with  the  enemy  near 
Deep  Bottom.  On  the  5th  of  August  it  was  transferred  to  Washington,  D.  C., 
and  assigned  to  the  Second  Division  of  the  Nineteenth  Army  Corps,  and  march¬ 
ing  to  Berryville,  Virginia,  via  Snicker’s  Gap,  joined  Sheridan’s  army  in  the 
Valley  on  the  19th  of  August.  In  the  campaign  that  followed,  the  regiment 
participated  in  the  battle  of  Opequan  on  the  19th  of  September,  losing  54 
killed  and  wounded;  in  the  pursuit  and  defeat  of  Early  at  Fisher’s  Hill  on  the 
22nd  of  September,  losing  7  killed  and  wounded,  and  in  the  battle  of  Cedar 
Creek  on  the  19th  of  October,  losing  51  killed  and  wounded,  and  35  prisoners. 
On  the  6th  of  January,  1865,  it  left  for  Savannah,  Georgia,  reaching  there,  on 
transports,  on  the  16th,  where  it  was  occupied  for  three  months  in  building 
fortifications.  On  the  3rd  of  May,  it  was  detached  from  General  Grover’s  di¬ 
vision  and  sent  to  Augusta,  Georgia,  and  was  the  first  to  raise  the  stars  and 
stripes  on  the  U.S.  Arsenal,  and  over  the  city.  Returning  to  Savannah  on  the 
7th  of  June,  it  was  subsequently  transported  to  the  southern  portion  of  the  State, 


30 


EIGHTEENTH  REGIMENT 


where  it  remained  until  ordered  to  be  mustered  out.  On  the  28th  of  August, 
1865,  it  was  mustered  out  and  left  for  Indianapolis,  arriving  there  on  the  17th 
of  September,  and  on  the  day  following  was  publicly  welcomed  by  Governor 
Morton,  Gen.  H.  D.  Washburn,  (its  former  Colonel)  and  others.  In  a  few  days 
after  it  was  finally  discharged  from  service. 

Editorial  Note:  The  18th  Indiana  was  the  first  Three-Years  Regiment  to  which 
Shelby  County  furnished  a  full  company  of  men.  These  men  were  formed  in 
Co.  K.  As  can  be  observed  by  reading  the  regimental  history  of  the  18th,  the 
men  traveled  over  almost  the  whole  theatre  of  the  War,  north  to  south  and  west 
to  east,  and  saw  a  great  deal  of  severe  fighting  and  experienced  many  hardships 
of  all  kinds.  Co.  K  was  formed  in  the  vicinity  of  Waldron.  It  would  seem 
that  this  company  had  more  than  the  usual  turnover  of  officers.  However, 
those  who  appear  to  have  served  this  company  best  were  Capts.  Abraham  Lowe 
and  John  W.  Heckman,  and  Lts.,  benjamin  S.  Fisher  and  Thomas  J.  Haymond. 
If  one  visits  the  battlefields  in  and  around  Vicksburg,  Mississippi,  it  is  not 
difficult  to  locate  almost  the  exact  spots  where  some  of  the  men  in  Co.  K  fell 
in  battle. 


THE  TWENTY-FIRST  REGIMENT 
INDIANA  VOLUNTEERS  -  THREE  YEARS 

(Also  know  as  First  Heavy  Artillery) 

The  21st  Regiment  was  organized  and  mustered  into  service  as  an  infantry 
organization,  for  three  years,  at  Indianapolis,  on  the  24th  of  July,  1861,  with 
James  W.  McMillan  as  Colonel.  The  following  week  it  was  ordered  east, 
reaching  Raltimore  on  the  3rd  of  August,  where  it  remained  until  Febr.  19,  1862, 
during  which  time  it  participated  in  Gen.  Lockwood’s  expedition  to  the  eastern 
shore  of  Virginia.  The  regiment  sailed  from  Baltimore  to  \Newport  News,  from 
which  place  it  embarked,  on  the  4th  of  March,  on  the  steamship  Constitution, 
and  sailed  with  Butler’s  expedition.  On  the  15th  of  April  it  left  Ship  Island 
on  the  ship  Great  Republic,  which  laid  off  the  mouth  of  the  Southwest  Pass 
during  the  bombardment  of  Forts  St.  Phillip  and  Jackson,  after  which,  on  the 
29th  of  April,  a  portion  of  the  regiment  landed  in  the  rear  of  St.  Phillip  and 
waded  across  to  the  Quarantine,  while  the  balance  went  through  Pass  L’Outre 
up  the  Mississippi  to  New  Orleans.  This  portion  of  the  regiment  was  the  first 
of  Butler’s  army  to  touch  the  New  Orleans  wharf  on  the  1st  of  May,  and 
immediately  marched  up  into  the  city,  the  regimental  band  playing,  “Picayune 
Butler’s  coming,  coming.”  The  21st  then  went  into  camp  at  Algiers,  where  it 
remained  until  the  30th  of  May,  making  frequent  forays  into  the  interior;  it 
also  captured  many  steamers  in  Red  River,  and  the  sea-going  blockade-runner 
Fox,  at  the  mouth  of  Grand  Caillou  on  the  Gulf  Coast. 

On  the  1st  of  June  the  regiment  was  landed  at  Baton  Rouge,  where  it 
remained  until  the  post  was  evacuated.  On  the  5th  of  August  it  participated  in 
the  battle  of  Baton  Rouge,  fighting  over  three  and  a  half  hours  against  an 
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entire  brigade  without  faltering,  and  sustaining  a  loss  of  126  killed  and 
wounded.  After  this  the  regiment  went  into  camp  near  Carrollton,  and  on 
the  8th  of  September  it  surprised  Waller’s  Texas  Rangers  at  Des  Allemands, 
killing  twelve  and  capturing  thirty  or  forty  prisoners.  The  21st  went  to 
Berwick’s  Bay  in  October,  where  it  remained  until  the  latter  part  of  February, 

1863.  During  its  stay  in  this  section  a  portion  of  the  regiment  was  temporarily 
transferred  to  gunboats,  and  participated  in  daily  fights  with  the  iron-clad 
“Cotton”;  and  participated  in  Weitzel’s  advance  up  the  Bayou  Teche,  taking 
part  in  the  fight  at  Cornet’s  Bridge,  and  the  destruction  of  the  “Cotton”.  Col. 
McMillan  being  promoted  Brig.  Gen.,  on  the  29th  of  Nov.,  1862,  Lt.  Col. 
John  A.  Keith  was  commissioned  his  successor. 

On  Febr.,  1863,  the  regiment  was,  by  order  of  Gen.  Banks,  changed  to 
heavy  artillery  service,  and  designated  First  Heavy  Artillery,  and  in  July  and 
October,  two  additional  companies,  L  and  M,  were  added.  A  portion  of  the 
regiment  accompanied  Gen.  Banks  up  the  Teche,  and  participated  in  the 
second  battle  of  Camp  Bisland.  Subsequently  the  regiment,  with  the  exception 
of  2  companies,  was  transported  up  the  Mississippi,  and  took  part  in  the 
siege  of  Port  Hudson,  in  which  it  distinguished  itself  for  the  remarkable 
accuracy  of  its  firing.  The  loss  to  the  regiment  during  the  siege  of  42  days 
and  nights  was  28  in  killed,  wounded  and  missing.  On  the  21st  day  of  June 
part  of  one  company  manned  a  light  battery  in  a  desperately  contested  little 
fight  at  Lafourche  Crossing,  and  on  the  23rd  of  June,  most  of  Co.  F  were 
captured  at  Brashear  City.  In  August  3  companies,  under  Major  Roy, 
accompanied  the  expedition  to  Sabine  Pass,  and  engaged  the  enemy  at  that 
place.  During  the  winter  of  1863  and  1864  a  large  majority  of  the  regiment 
re-enlisted,  and  were  re-mustered  as  veterans  at  New  Orleans.  Soon  After, 
the  veterans  visited  Indiana,  when  a  grand  reception  was  given  them  at 
Metropolitan  Hall,  Indianapolis,  on  the  19th  of  February,  1864,  at  which 
addresses  were  made  by  Gov.  Morton,  Mayor  Gaven,  Gen.  Hovey,  and  Cols. 
James  R.  Slack  and  John  A.  Keith. 

In  the  disastrous  expedition  of  Gen.  Banks  up  the  Red  River  in  March, 

1864,  companies  G  and  H  bore  an  active  part,  after  which  the  different 
companies  were  stationed  at  different  points  in  the  Department  of  the  Gulf. 

In  April,  1865,  6  batteries  of  the  First  Heavy  Artillery  under  the  command 
of  Major  Roy,  participated  in  the  investment  of  Mobile,  the  reduction  of  Forts 
Morgan  and  Gaines  and  Spanish  Fort,  and  the  capture  of  Mobile.  At  the 
close  of  active  operations,  the  different  batteries  were  assigned  to  duty  at 
Forts  Morgan,  Pickens,  and  Barrancas,  and  in  the  works  at  Baton  Rouge  and 
other  points  of  river  defense,  with  regimental  headquarters  at  Mobile.  At 
the  time  of  closing  this  sketch  (October,  1865)  the  First  Heavy  Artillery  —  21st 
Regiment  —  is  still  in  service,  and  performing  the  duty  above  mentioned, 
under  the  command  of  Col.  Benjamin  F.  Hays. 

Editorial  Note ,  21st  Indiana.  Shelby  County  furnished  about  50  men,  but  no 
officers,  to  the  21st  Indiana  (First  Heavy  Artillery).  The  men  were  assigned 
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for  the  most  part  to  Co.  M,  although  there  were  a  few  in  Co.  K.  Officers 
of  Co.  K  came  from  Martinsville,  while  the  men  in  Co.  M  were  officered  by 
men  from  Indianapolis. 

THE  THIRTY-THIRD  -  THREE  YEARS 

The  Thirty-Third  Regiment  was  organized  and  mustered  into  service,  for 
three  years,  at  Indianapolis,  on  the  16th  of  September,  1861,  with  John  Cobum 
as  Colonel.  On  the  28th  of  September  it  proceeded  to  Louisville,  and  reported 
to  Gen.  Robert  Anderson,  who  ordered  it  to  Camp  Dick  Robinson.  Marching  by 
way  of  Lexington,  the  regiment  arrived  there  on  the  2nd  of  October,  and 
reported  to  Gen.  Thomas.  On  the  13th  of  October  it  marched  to  Crab  Orchard, 
and  from  thence  to  Camp  Wildcat,  defeating  Zollicoffer’s  forces.  After  this, 
it  marched  to  London,  Kentucky,  and  thence  back  to  Crab  Orchard,  reaching 
the  latter  place  on  the  15th  of  November,  and  remaining  there  until  the  3rd 
of  January,  1862.  Moving  to  Lexington,  it  garrisoned  that  place  till  April  11, 
1862,  when  it  proceeded  to  Cumberland  Ford,  joining  Gen.  George  W.  Morgan’s 
forces  at  that  place.  The  regiment  then  engaged  in  the  skirmishes  and  marches 
by  which  Cumberland  Gap  was  taken  on  the  18th  of  June,  and  subsequently, 
participated  in  the  marches  and  skirmishes  in  East  Tennessee,  until  the  Gap 
was  evacuated,  on  the  18th  of  September.  It  then  marched  as  escort  to  the 
ammunition  convoy  to  Manchester,  Kentucky,  and  thence,  with  the  army  of 
Greenupsburg,  Kentucky,  enduring  many  hardships,  and  arriving  there  on  the 
3rd  of  October.  Moving  to  Oak  Hill,  Ohio,  it  proceeded,  on  transports,  to 
Covington,  Kentucky,  where  the  regiment  was  refitted  and  sent  to  Lexington. 
From  there  it  moved  to  Danville  and  remained  in  camp  till  the  latter  part  of 
January,  1863,  when  it  marched  with  the  army  of  Kentucky  to  Louisville,  and 
from  thence  by  transports  to  Nashville,  reaching  the  latter  place  on  the  8th 
of  February.  y 

From  Nashville  the  Thirty-Third  marched  to  Brentwood  and  thence  to 
Franklin.  On  the  4th  of  March  it  marched  toward  Columbia,  and  fought  Van 
Dorn’s  forces,  and  on  the  5th  again  engaged  the  enemy  at  Thompson’s  Station. 
In  the  last  named  engagement  about  four  hundred  of  the  regiment  were 
captured,  and  about  one  hundred  killed  and  wounded.  The  prisoners  were 
paroled  and  exchanged  in  about  two  months,  and  returned  to  the  field.  The 
other  portion  of  the  regiment  remained  at  Franklin,  and  engaged  in  the  fights 
at  that  place.  About  the  first  of  July  the  regiment  moved  with  Rosecrans’  army 
toward  Tullahoma,  and  was  in  the  advance  on  Shelbyville.  From  thence  it  moved 
to  Guy’s  Gap  and  Murfreesboro,  remaining  there  till  the  5th  of  September. 
During  September  and  October  the  regiment  was  stationed  at  Manchester, 
Estill  Springs,  Cowan,  Decherd,  and  Tracey  City.  From  the  latter  place  it 
moved  to  Christiana,  Tennessee  on  the  5th  of  November,  and  while  there  the 
regiment  re-enlisted  as  a  veteran  organization  in  January  and  February,  1864. 
On  the  25th  of  February,  four  hundred  and  fifty  veterans  returned  home  on 
veteran  furlough,  and  on  the  return  of  these  to  Tennessee,  the  whole  regiment 
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joined  Sherman’s  army,  and  marched  from  Chattanooga  to  Buzzard’s  Roost 
on  the  1st  of  May,  with  the  20th  Corps. 

In  the  Atlanta  Campaign  that  followed,  the  Thirty-Third  was  almost 
constantly  engaged  in  marching  and  fighting,  participating  in  the  following 
engagements:  at  Resaca,  on  the  15th  of  May;  at  Cassville,  May  19;  at  New 
Hope  Church,  May  25;  at  Golgotha  Church,  June  15;  at  Culp’s  Farm  and 
Kenesaw,  June  22;  at  Marietta,  July  3;  at  Peach  Tree  Creek,  July  20;  and  in 
front  of  Atlanta  in  July  and  August.  It  marched  to  Turner’s  Ferry,  on  the 
Chattahoochie,  on  the  26th  of  August,  and  fought  there  on  the  28th.  On  the  2nd 
of  September  it  advanced  on  Atlanta,  driving  out  a  brigade  of  rebel  cavalry, 
when  the  city  was  surrendered,  by  Mayor  Calhoun,  to  Col.  Coburn,  of  the 
Thirty-Third,  in  command  of  the  troops.  The  regiment  lost,  in  this  campaign, 
more  than  three  hundred  killed  and  wounded,  and  many  of  the  best  men  in  it. 
After  the  surrender,  the  regiment  remained  in  camp,  at  Atlanta,  until  the  15th 
of  November,  when  it  marched  with  the  left  wing  (Slocum’s)  of  Sherman’s 
army  in  the  memorable  “march  to  the  sea”. 

The  following  narrative  of  the  diurnal  marchings  of  the  Thirty-Third  has 
been  furnished  by  an  officer  of  the  Regiment,  and,  as  it  gives  some  information, 
in  detail,  not  heretofore  published  concerning  the  march  of  the  left  wing  of 
Sherman’s  army,  it  is  thought  proper  to  embody  it  in  this  sketch:  — 

Left  Atlanta  November  15th.  Marched  all  night,  and  on  the  evening  of 
16th  encamped  twenty-two  miles  from  the  city. 

November  17th.  Crossed  Yellow  Stone  River  and  encamped  about  ten 
miles  from  Social  Circle. 

November  18th.  Marched  through  Social  Circle,  on  the  Atlanta  and 
Augusta  Railroad,  destroying  the  track,  and  encamped  five  miles  south  of  the 
town. 

November  19th.  Marched  along  the  railroad,  through  Rutlege,  (tearing 
up  the  track)  to  Madison,  at  which  place  the  railroad  buildings  and  market 
house  were  burned. 

November  20th.  Marched  to  Eatonton,  during  a  hard  rain  and  on  very 
muddy  roads. 

November  21st.  Marched  fourteen  miles  and  camped  within  eight  miles 
of  Milledgeville  —  still  raining. 

November  22nd.  Laid  by  until  evening,  waiting  for  trains  to  pass.  Then 
crossed  Little  River  and  marched  all  night,  reaching  Milledgeville  at  five 
o’clock  A.M.  on  the  23rcL 

November  23rd.  Rested  at  Milledgeville  and  destroyed  arsenal  and  magazine. 

November  24th.  Crossed  the  Oconee  River  and  marched  twelve  miles. 

November  25th.  Marched  twelve  miles,  crossing  Buffalo  River  and  swamp. 

November  26th.  Marched  eighteen  miles  and  camped  at  Sandersville, 
skirmishing  with  Wheeler’s  troops  all  day. 

November  27th.  Marched  fifteen  miles  to  Davisboro,  destroying  the  railroad. 

November  28th.  Reached  the  Ogeechee  River  and  swamp,  and  remained 
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there  until  the  night  of  the  30th,  guarding  the  pontoon  bridge.  Crossed  the  river 
and  swamp  that  evening,  and  marched  all  night,  passing  through  Louisville 

and  encamping  about  five  miles  beyond.  1308654 

December  1st.  Marched  fifteen  miles  on  the  Millen  road. 

December  2nd  and  3rd.  Marched  twelve  miles  on  each  day,  and  on  the  4th 
marched  five  miles,  through  swamps. 

December  6th.  Marched  six  miles;  the  roads  bad  and  blockaded. 

December  7th,  8th,  and  9th.  Continued  skirmishing,  and  roads  blockaded. 

December  10th.  Struck  the  Charleston  Railroad  ten  miles  from  Savannah, 
destroyed  it  and  marched  to  within  one  mile  of  the  rebel  works  surrounding 
Savannah,  when  the  Regiment  went  into  position  and  fortified.  Remained  here 
until  the  morning  of  the  21st,  when  the  rebels  evacuated  the  city  and  our 
army  moved  in.  The  health  of  the  command  during  the  march  was  excellent, 
only  four  or  five  men  requiring  hospital  treatment,  and  no  deaths  occurring. 
Three  men  were  lost  by  capture,  but  none  by  battle  or  skirmish.  In  this  march 
the  whole  20th  Corps  marched  together  to  Savannah. 

The  Regiment  remained  in  camp  at  Savannah  until  the  2nd  of  January, 
1865,  when  it  crossed  the  Savannah  River  into  South  Carolina  and  went  into 
camp  about  nine  miles  from  Savannah,  where  it  remained  until  the  17th.  It 
then  moved  to  Perrysburg,  and  remained  there  until  February  1st,  when  it 
marched  fifteen  miles.  On  the  2nd  it  passed  through  Robertsville  and  marched 
twenty-four  miles,  encamping  near  Lawtonville,  and  on  the  3rd  passed  through 
Lawtonville  and  marched  twelve  miles. 

On  the  4th  it  marched  ten  miles,  with  occasional  skirmishing  and  roads 
blockaded,  and  on  the  5th  marched  fourteen  miles  to  Ruford’s  Bridge,  on  the 
Salkahatchie  —  the  roads  bad  and  barricaded. 

On  the  6th  it  crossed  the  river  and  swamp,  and  on  the  8th  struck  the 
Charleston  and  Augusta  Railroad  at  Graham’s  Station,  sixteen  miles  west  of 
Branchville.  Two  days  were  spent  in  destroying  this  road  east  as  far  as  Williston. 

From  there  the  regiment  moved  in  the  direction  of  Columbia,  crossing  the 
South  and  North  Edisto  rivers,  and  the  Saluda  and  Catawba  rivers  northwest 
of  Columbia.  It  then  marched  to  Winsboro,  on  the  railroad  from  Columbia  to 
Yorkville,  destroying  this  road  and  crossing  the  Wateree  river.  From  there 
it  moved,  through  Liberty  Hill  and  Chesterfield  Court  House,  to  Cheraw,  at 
which  place  it  crossed  the  Great  Pedee  river  and  moved  on  to  Fayetteville, 
North  Carolina,  which  place  was  reached  on  the  11th  of  March.  Resting  here 
two  days  the  army  crossed  Cape  Fear  river,  and  moved  on  in  the  direction  of 
Goldsboro.  On  the  16th  the  regiment  was  engaged  in  the  battle  of  Averysboro, 
two  men  receiving  slight  wounds.  It  also  participated  in  the  battle  of  Benton- 
ville,  suffering  no  loss.  On  the  23rd  it  reached  Goldsboro,  where  the  command 
remained  until  the  10th  of  April,  when  it  marched  to  Raleigh,  which  place 
was  occupied  by  our  troops  on  the  13th. 

On  the  1st  of  May,  the  Thirty-Third  started  from  Raleigh  homewardbound, 
reaching  Richmond,  Va.,  on  the  10th.  Resting  here  two  days,  the  march  was 
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resumed  and  Washington  City  reached  on  the  21st.  It  remained  here  until  the 
latter  part  of  June,  when  the  command  was  ordered  to  Louisville,  Kentucky, 
where  it  was  mustered  out  on  the  21st  day  of  July,  1865.  While  at  Washington 
a  part  of  the  Twenty-Seventh  (previously  consolidated  with  the  Seventieth) 
Seventieth  and  Eighty-Fifth  regiments,  were  assigned  to  the  Thirty-Third,  and 
were  mustered  out  with  it,  at  Louisville,  the  numbers  on  the  rolls  being 
about  fifteen  hundred  men.  The  regiment  was  at  all  times  during  its  term  of 
service,  one  of  the  most  powerful  regiments  in  the  army,  being  kept  well 
recruited  and  well  together. 

The  Regiment  was  commanded  by  Colonel  Coburn  during  most  of  the  first 
year’s  service,  (who  after  that  time,  was  in  command  of  a  Brigade)  and  then 
it  was  commanded  by  Major  Miller  till  after  the  surrender  of  Atlanta.  When 
these  Field  Officers  were  mustered  out  of  the  service,  Colonel  Burton  command¬ 
ed  it  until  the  end  of  the  war. 

Editorial  Note;  33rd  Indiana.  The  enlisted  men  and  officers  from  Shelby  County 
who  saw  service  in  the  33rd  were  from  Norristown  and  Marietta,  and  they  were 
assigned  to  Co.  D.  As  can  be  observed  by  reading  the  historical  sketch  of  the 
33rd,  this  regiment  suffered  greatly  from  the  ravages  of  disease,  especially  during 
the  first  winter  of  service,  at  Crab  Orchard,  Ky.  Co.  D  lost  no  less  than  11  of 
its  approximately  100  men  at  this  time.  Officers  of  the  Company  were:  — 
Edward  T.  McCrea,  Capt.;  William  Chandler,  1st.  Lt.;  and  William  H.  Miller, 
2nd  Lt.  Miller  resigned  late  in  1863,  and  David  Fateley  came  up  from  the 
ranks  and  took  his  place.  A  more  detailed  regimental  history  of  the  33rd  is 
available  at  the  City  Library,  and  the  reader  will  find  it  most  interesting. 
We  are  fortunate  also  in  having  handed  down  to  us  a  few  letters  of  Capt.  Ed 
McCrea.  These  letters  are  of  excellent  literary  composition,  and  are  a  treat  to 
read,  particularly  those  that  pertain  to  the  incidents  of  the  campaign  for  Atlanta. 
The  greatest  treasure  of  all,  however,  that  has  been  handed  down  to  us  by  a 
soldier  of  the  33rd  from  our  county,  is  the  diary  of  David  Fateley.  This  diary 
gives  us  a  day-to-day  account  of  his  experiences  during  the  entire  war,  except 
for  the  year  1864,  which  is  missing  from  the  collection.  This  diary  is  the  only 
one  known  to  have  been  handed  down  by  a  Shelby  County  Soldier. 

THE  FIFTY-FIRST  INDIANA  REGIMENT  -  THREE  YEARS 

The  Fifty-First  Regiment  was  organized  at  Indianapolis  on  the  11th  of 
October,  1861,  and  mustered  in  on  the  14th  of  December,  1861,  with  Abel  D. 
Streight,  as  Colonel.  From  Indianapolis  it  proceeded  to  Kentucky,  going  into 
a  camp  of  instruction  at  Bards  town.  In  February,  1862,  it  marched  with  Buell’s 
army  toward  Nashville,  where  it  encamped  for  awhile  and  then  moved  to  the 
Tennessee  river,  reaching  the  Field  of  Shiloh  too  late  to  participate  in  the 
battle  at  that  place.  In  the  movement  upon  and  siege  of  Corinth  it  took  an 
active  part,  and  after  the  evacuation  it  marched  with  Wood’s  division  of  the 
Army  of  the  Ohio  through  Northern  Alabama  to  Stevenson.  When  Buell’s  army 
fell  back  from  Nashville  to  Louisville,  the  regiment  marched  with  it,  and  after 
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the  campaign  in  Kentucky  it  returned  to  Nashville,  from  whence  it  marched 
with  Rosecran’s  army  toward  Murfreesboro  in  December. 

The  regiment  was  engaged  in  the  battle  of  Stone  River,  on  the  31st  of 
December,  1862,  and  1st  and  2nd  of  January,  1863,  losing  five  killed,  thirty-six 
wounded  and  eight  missing  —  making  a  total  of  forty-nine.  After  this  engage¬ 
ment  it  remained  in  the  vicinity  of  Murfreesboro  until  the  month  of  April, 
when  it  left  on  the  Streight  expedition.  The  forces  engaged  in  this  expedition 
had  been  organized  as  a  provisional  brigade  by  Col.  Streight,  at  his  own 
solicitation,  and  by  command  of  Gen.  Rosecrans,  and  consisted  of  the 
Fifty-First  and  Seventy-Third  Indiana,  Third  Ohio  and  Eightieth  Illinois, 
with  two  companies  of  cavalry  and  two  pieces  of  artillery.  The  Brigade, 
numbering  about  seventeen  hundred  men  and  eight  hundred  animals,  left 
Nashville  under  command  of  Col.  Streight,  on  the  11th  of  April,  and  proceeded 
to  Palmyra,  on  the  Cumberland  river,  by  transports,  and  then  marched  through 
the  country  to  Fort  Henry,  on  the  Tennessee  river,  picking  up  on  the  route 
all  the  serviceable  horses  and  mules  that  could  be  found.  From  thence  it 
proceeded  on  transports  to  Eastport,  Mississippi,  which  place  it  left  on  the 
21st  of  April  (about  two  thirds  of  the  command  being  mounted)  and  marched 
in  the  direction  of  Rome,  Georgia,  for  the  purpose  of  making  a  raid  in  the 
rear  of  Bragg’s  army,  then  at  Tullahoma.  The  expedition  reached  the  base  of 
Sand  Mountains  on  the  evening  of  the  29th,  and  on  the  30th  were  overtaken  by 
the  rebel  cavalry  under  Forrest,  when  a  battle  ensued,  resulting  in  the  defeat 
of  the  enemy.  This  was  the  battle  of  Day’s  Gap,  in  which  the  Fifty-First 
lost  thirty-one  killed  and  wounded.  Among  the  latter  was  Lieut.  Col.  Sheets, 
who  fell  mortally  wounded.  On  the  1st  of  May  another  fight  took  place  on 
Crooked  Creek,  in  which  the  enemy  were  again  repulsed.  On  the  2nd  of  May, 
another  engagement  was  fought  on  Blunt’s  farm,  near  Gadsend,  Alabama, 
the  enemy  being  again  defeated.  In  this  fight  Col.  Hathaway,  of  the  Seventy- 
Third,  was  killed.  The  command  pushed  forward  in  hopes  of  capturing  Rome, 
Georgia,  but  on  the  3rd  of  May  it  was  overtaken  near  Gaylesville,  Alabama,  by 
the  command  of  Gen.  Forrest,  and  compelled  to  surrender.  The  whole  force 
was  consigned  to  rebel  prisons,  and  the  officers  were  treated  with  great 
severity.  After  being  kept  prisoners  for  some  time  the  enlisted  men  were 
paroled  for  exchange,  and  went  into  parole  camp  at  Indianapolis,  until  their 
exchange  was  effected.  On  the  9th  of  February,  1864,  Col.  Streight  escaped 
from  Libby  Prison,  by  means  of  a  tunnel,  after  ten  months  imprisonment. 

In  November,  1863,  the  regiment  was  exchanged,  and  at  once  returned  to 
the  field,  joining  the  army  at  Nashville.  During  the  Fall  of  1863  the  regiment 
was  engaged  in  guarding  the  communications  of  the  army  between  Nashville 
and  Chattanooga.  It  was  afterwards  sent  into  East  Tennessee,  and  in  the 
months  of  January  and  February,  1864,  a  portion  of  the  regiment  re-enlisted  as 
veterans.  On  the  29th  of  February,  the  Veterans  reached  Indianapolis  on 
veteran  furlough,  and  about  the  1st  of  April  returned  to  the  field.  During 
the  campaign  of  1864,  the  regiment  did  duty  at  Chattanooga,  and,  after  the 
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occupation  of  Atlanta,  moved  to  that  place,  where  it  remained  until  the  Fourth 
Corps  marched  northward,  when  it  moved  with  the  first  brigade,  third  division 
of  that  corps,  reaching  Pulaski,  Tennessee,  in  November,  and  upon  the  advance 
of  Hood’s  army  on  Nashville,  it  fell  back  toward  that  place.  On  the  14th  of 
December,  non-veterans  were  mustered  out  of  service,  and  proceeded  home. 
On  the  15th  of  December,  the  regiment  participated  in  the  battle  of  Nashville, 
and  afterward  joined  in  the  pursuit  of  the  routed  rebels,  going  as  far  as 
Huntsville,  Alabama.  At  this  place  it  remained  until  March,  1865,  when  it 
moved  with  the  Fourth  Corps  into  East  Tennessee.  About  the  1st  of  May  it 
returned  to  Nashville,  where  a  number  of  recruits  that  remained  in  service 
after  the  muster-out  of  the  Seventy-ninth  Regiment,  were  transferred  to  the 
Fifty-First. 

In  June  the  regiment  moved  on  transports  to  New  Orleans  with  the 
Fourth  Corps,  and  from  thence  was  transported  to  Texas,  and  landing  on  the 
coast,  marched  into  the  interior  of  Western  Texas,  as  far  as  San  Antonio, 
where  the  regiment  was  still  stationed  when  this  sketch  was  closed,  —  in 
November,  1865. 

Editorial  Note,  51st  Indiana.  Almost  two  full  companies  of  men  left  Shelby 
County  to  join  the  ranks  of  the  51st  Indiana.  Included  were  two  men  who 
entered  upon  their  military  duties  with  rather  high  rank.  These  men  were 
William  H.  Colescott,  who  began  as  a  Major,  and  soon  became  a  Lieutenant 
Colonel,  and  Dr.  David  Adams,  who  was  Assistant  Surgeon.  Dr.  Adams  resigned, 
after  about  a  year’s  service,  in  November,  1862,  and  Col.  Colescott  resigned  in 
February,  1863.  Col  Colescott  had  shown  considerable  merit  as  an  officer, 
and  it  is  believed  he  resigned  because  of  personal  differences  with  Colonel 
Abel  Streight,  who  commanded  the  51st.  Col.  Colescott  came  back  to  Shelby- 
ville  and  for  a  long  time  operated  a  general  store  on  the  north  side  of  the  Public 
Square  in  the  old  Ray  House.  He  had  seen  some  service  in  the  War  with 
Mexico.  He  died  in  1894,  and  is  buried  in  the  old  City  Cemetery.  Capt.  James 
E.  McGuire  of  Co.  F,  who  likewise  had  seen  a  little  service  in  the  War  with 
Mexico,  resigned  in  October  of  1862,  and  John  M.  Flinn  succeeded  him. 
McGuire  came  back  to  Shelby ville  to  resume  his  occupation  of  law  and  politics. 
He  served  the  town  as  Mayor  in  1863-1867,  and  again  in  1877-1879.  He  died  in 
1894,  and  is  buried  in  the  old  City  Cemetery.  All  of  the  officers  and  men  of 
Co.  F  came  from  the  City  of  Shelbyville  and  vicinity.  Besides  McGuire  and 
Flinn,  other  officers  of  the  company  were  Joel  A.  Delano  and  Gideon  Hand, 
both  lieutenants.  Delano  had  been  in  the  regular  army  prior  to  the  outbreak 
of  the  Civil  War,  and  he  ended  his  service  for  the  Union  with  the  rank  of 
Major.  Flinn  and  Hand  both  had  unusual  experiences  after  the  capture  of 
the  51st  during  the  famous  Streight  Raid.  Flinn’s  story  is  mentioned  elsewhere 
in  this  publication.  The  story  of  Gideon  Hand’s  escape  from  rebel  prisons,  and 
his  precarious  experiences  in  getting  back  to  Northern  soil,  is  not  as  well 
known  as  Flinn’s,  but  is  of  the  same  compelling  interest.  Besides  Company  F, 
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Shelby  County  was  well  represented  in  Co.  I,  whose  officers  and  men  were 
from  London  and  vicinity.  Marquis  L.  Johnson  was  Captain,  James  S.  Reeves 
1st  Lt.,  and  Fred  J.  Brownell,  2nd  Lt. 

THE  SEVENTIETH  INDIANA  -  THREE  YEARS 

The  Seventieth  Regiment  rendezvoused  at  Indianapolis  and  was  fully 
organized  between  the  14th  of  July  and  the  12th  of  August,  1862  —  in  less 
than  one  month  —  and  was  mustered  into  service  at  the  last  named  date,  with 
Benjamin  Harrison  as  Colonel.  It  left  Indianapolis  on  the  morning  of  the  13th 
of  August  and  reached  Louisville  in  the  evening  of  the  same  day.  On  the 
following  night  it  left  for  Bowling  Green  and  on  the  15th  reported  to  Col. 
Bruce  commanding  the  Post,  thus  being  the  first  regiment  in  the  field  under  the 
call  of  July,  1862.  From  Bowling  Green  the  regiment  made  several  expeditions 
to  Franklin,  Morgantown,  Munfordsville  and  Russelville.  At  the  latter  place, 
on  the  30th  of  July,  it  encountered  several  hundred  rebel  cavalry,  killing  and 
wounding  many  and  capturing  forty  horses  and  a  large  lot  of  small  arms, 
saddles,  and  other  property. 

On  the  10th  of  November,  the  regiment  moved  with  Ward’s  brigade, 
Dumont’s  division,  Fourteenth  Army  Corps,  to  Scottsville,  Kentucky,  and 
thence  to  Gallatin,  Tennessee  on  the  24th  of  November.  On  the  10th  of 
December  as  part  of  the  8th  brigade,  8th  division,  ( Gen’l  Payne’s )  14th 
Army  Corps,  it  was  posted  along  the  Louisville  and  Nashville  Railroad  from 
Gallatin  to  Nashville  to  defend  the  road  and  bridges,  on  which  duty  it  was 
engaged  until  the  9th  of  February,  1863.  It  then  went  into  camp  at  Gallatin, 
doing  provost  and  picket  duty  at  that  place  until  June  1st,  1863,  when  it 
was  moved  to  Lavergne,  Tennessee.  Remaining  at  that  point  until  the  30th 
of  June,  it  then  marched  to  Murfreesboro,  camping  in  Fortress  Rosecrans.  At 
that  place  it  was  assigned  to  the  2nd  brigade,  3rd  division  bf  Gen’l  Granger’s 
Reserve  Corps. 

On  the  19th  of  August  it  moved  with  its  brigade  to  Nashville  and  while 
there  it  was  engaged  in  guarding  trains  to  Stevenson,  Chattanooga  and  other 
points,  and  picket  and  fatigue  duty  within  the  city.  On  the  2nd  of  January, 
1864,  the  regiment  was  transferred  to  the  1st  brigade,  1st  division,  11th  Army 
Corps,  and  Col.  Harrison  assigned  to  command  the  brigade.  On  the  24th  of 
February,  the  Seventieth  left  Nashville  and  marched  with  its  division  to 
Wauhatchie,  Tennessee,  in  Lookout  Valley.  On  the  organization  of  the  20th 
Army  Corps  it  was  assigned  to  the  1st  brigade,  3rd  division,  with  which  it 
continued  to  serve  during  its  term  of  service. 

From  Wauhatchie  it  marched  on  the  2nd  of  May  and  entered  upon  the 
Atlanta  campaign,  during  which  the  regiment  took  an  active  part,  being  in 
the  following  actions:  Resaca,  Cassville,  New  Hope  Church,  Lost  Mountain, 
Kenesaw  Mountain,  Marietta,  Peach  Tree  Creek  and  the  Siege  of  Atlanta.  At 
Resaca  the  regiment  led  the  assault  made  on  the  enemy’s  right,  capturing 
a  fort  and  four  Napoleon  guns,  the  only  pieces  of  artillery  lost  by  the 
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enemy  between  Chattanooga  and  Atlanta.  Its  casualties  in  this  campaign 
were  forty-one  killed  in  action,  forty-three  died  of  wounds,  and  one  hundred 
and  ninety-one  wounded;  total  two  hundred  and  seventy-five. 

On  the  5th  of  November,  1864,  the  Veterans  and  remaining  recruits  of  the 
Twenty-Seventh  Indiana,  were  consolidated  with  the  Seventieth,  by  special 
order  of  the  War  Department,  dated  October  12th,  1864.  The  regiment  partici¬ 
pated  in  Sherman’s  march  through  Georgia  to  Savannah,  and  on  the  31st  of 
December  it  crossed  the  Savannah  river  with  the  first  brigade  of  western 
troops  that  entered  South  Carolina.  Marching  through  the  Carolinas  with 
Sherman’s  army  it  rested  at  Raleigh,  North  Carolina,  where  it  was  on  the 
announcement  of  Lee’s  surrender.  It  afterwards  marched  with  the  Army  of 
Georgia  to  Richmond  and  then  on  to  Washington  City,  where  it  was  mustered 
out  of  service  on  the  8th  of  June,  1865.  The  remaining  recruits  whose  terms  had 
not  expired  under  the  then  existing  regulations  of  the  War  Department 
were  transferred  to  the  Thirty-Third  regiment,  in  which  organization  they 
continued  to  serve  until  its  muster  out  at  Louisville  on  the  21st  of  July,  1865. 
On  returning  to  Indianapolis  the  Seventieth  was  publicly  welcomed  home  by 
the  citizens,  and  at  the  reception  given  in  the  Capitol  grounds  on  the  16th  of 
June,  addresses  were  made  by  Governor  Morton  and  Gen’s  Hovey  and  Harrison. 

The  casualties  of  the  regiment  have  been,  in  all,  as  follows:  Killed  in 
action,  forty-three;  died  of  wounds  received  in  action,  forty-three;  wounded  in 
action,  one  hundred  and  ninety-four;  wounded  accidentally,  five;  died  of  disease, 
one  hundred  and  two  —  total,  three  hundred  and  eighty-seven.  The  regiment 
entered  service  with  one  thousand  and  twenty-one  men  and  officers  and 
received  one  hundred  and  thirty-eight  recruits  from  Indiana,  and  veterans 
and  recruits  from  the  Twenty-Seventh  to  the  number  of  one  hundred  and 
eighty-nine  —  making  the  whole  number  that  have  served  with  the  organization 
thirteen  hundred  and  forty-eight. 

Editorial  Note,  70th  Indiana.  This  publication  contains  the  names  of  over 
225  men  who  enlisted  in  the  70th  Indiana  from  Shelby  County.  This  is  the 
largest  number  of  which  we  have  a  positive  record,  in  a  given  regiment. 
Enlisted  men  and  officers  from  Shelby  County  constituted  companies  B  and  F. 
Company  F  was  from  Fairland  and  vicinity.  Its  officers  were  Henry  Endsley, 
Capt.;  Isham  Reed  and  Coleman  Storm,  Lieutenants.  Capt.  Endsley  served  out 
the  entire  war  period  as  head  of  Co.  F,  and  one  gathers  from  reading  the 
detailed  history  of  the  regiment  (copy  in  the  Shelbyville  City  library)  that 
he  was  an  extraordinarily  good  soldier.  He  was  specifically  mentioned  for 
his  conduct  in  the  Rattle  of  Peach  Tree  Creek.  The  men  and  officers  of  Co.  B 
were  from  Shelbyville  and  vicinity.  David  Sleeth  was  captain  until  November 
of  1864,  when  John  C.  Newton  took  over  and  served  out  the  War  as  head 
of  the  company.  Lieutenants  were  Edward  L.  Davisson,  James  A.  Stafford 
and  James  C.  Bennett. 
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The  Seventy-Ninth  Regiment  was  organized  at  Indianapolis  during  the 
month  of  August,  and  mustered  into  the  service,  for  3  years,  on  Sept.  2,  1862, 
with  Fred  Kneffer  as  Colonel.  Louisville  was  then  menaced  by  the  approach  of 
the  rebel  army  under  General  Bragg,  and  the  regiment  was  hurried  to  the  field, 
arriving  at  Louisville  on  the  3rd.  Here  it  participated  in  the  work  of  pre¬ 
paration  for  the  expected  enemy  until  the  arrival  of  Buell’s  army,  when  it  was 
assigned  to  the  First  Brigade,  Third  Division,  21st  Army  Corps.  On  the  1st 
of  October  it  left  Louisville  with  the  main  army,  joined  in  the  pursuit  of 
Bragg,  and  was  present  in  reserve  during  the  battle  of  Perryville.  After  the 
battle  the  regiment  joined  in  the  further  pursuit  of  the  enemy,  and,  at  Crab 
Orchard,  skirmished  with  the  rebel  rear  guard,  losing  one  killed  and  two 
wounded.  The  regiment  then  marched  to  Logan’s  Cross  Roads,  and  then  counter¬ 
marched  to  Gallatin,  Tennessee,  and,  crossing  the  Cumberland  river,  went  into 
camp  near  Nashville.  It  took  part  in  the  battle  of  Stone  River,  on  the  31st 
of  December,  1862,  and  1st  and  2nd  of  January,  1863,  losing  seven  killed  and 
44  wounded.  After  the  disaster  to  the  right  wing,  the  regiment  was  moved  to 
the  left  wing,  and  took  part  in  the  fight  in  which  Breckinridge  received  his 
terrible  repulse  on  the  2nd  of  January,  1863.  The  79th  moved  with  the  main 
army  to  Tullahoma;  thence  to  Manchester,  McMinnville,  and  Pikeville. 

On  the  1st  of  September  the  regiment  moved  with  the  army  toward 
Chattanooga.  On  the  6th  it  crossed  the  Tennessee  river  at  Bridgeport.  On  the 
9th  crossed  Lookout  Mountain;  and  thence  marched  through  Rossville  and 
Ringgold  to  Lee  and  Gordon’s  Mill.  Upon  the  13th  it  participated  in  a 
reconnoissance,  during  which  there  was  heavy  skirmishing.  The  regiment  was 
engaged  in  the  battle  of  Chicamauga,  on  the  19th  and  20th  of  September, 
losing  1  killed,  40  wounded  and  13  missing.  During  this  battle  the  79th  charged 
and  captured  the  1st  Virginia  Battery  of  Longstreet’s  Corps.  If  fell  back  with  the 
army  to  Chattanooga,  and  was  upon  duty  during  its  seige  by  the  enemy. 

Upon  the  re-organization  of  the  army  the  79th  was  assigned  to  the  3rd 
Brigade,  3rd  Division,  4th  Army  Corps.  On  the  23rd  of  November  the  army 
moved  to  attack  the  besieging  force  under  General  Bragg.  Then  occurred  the 
celebrated  battles  of  Lookout  Mountain  and  Mission  Ridge.  Upon  this  occasion 
the  86th  was  ordered  to  be  temporarily  consolidated  with  the  79th,  and  both 
regiments  placed  under  command  of  Col.  Kneffler.  This  consolidated  force  led 
the  column  which  stormed  and  captured  Mission  Ridge,  planted  the  Union  colors 
first  on  the  rebel  works,  and  captured  eleven  pieces  of  artillery  and  several 
hundred  prisoners.  The  loss  of  the  regiment  was  small;  the  rapidity  of  its 
advance,  and  the  conformation  of  the  country,  protecting  it  from  the  fire  of 
the  enemy. 

On  the  27th  the  regiment  moved  with  the  army  under  Gen.  Sherman  toward 
Knoxville,  then  closely  besieged  by  the  rebel  forces  under  Gen.  Longstreet. 
Upon  the  approach  of  our  army  the  siege  was  abandoned  by  the  enemy.  The 
command  arrived  at  the  vicinity  of  Knoxville  on  the  6th  of  December.  The 
division  to  which  the  79th  was  assigned,  remained  in  East  Tennessee  during  the 
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winter  of  1863  and  1864,  suffering  much  from  exposure,  and  being  without 
sufficient  food  and  clothing.  The  regiment  was  almost  constantly  engaged  in 
reconnoissance  skirmishes  and  marches,  during  4  weary  months  that  followed 
its  advent  into  east  Tennessee.  At  Strawberry  Plains,  New  Market,  Mossy  Creek, 
and  Clinch  Valley,  it  participated  in  heavy  skirmishes  with  Vaughn’s  rebel 
command,  killing  and  capturing  many  prisoners.  It  also  accompanied  a 
cavalry  expedition  to  Thornhill,  enroute  for  Cumberland  Gap,  and  participated 
in  numerous  other  affairs.  In  the  month  of  April,  1864,  the  79th  rejoined  its 
corps  at  Chattanooga,  and,  for  the  first  time  in  10  months,  rested,  in  camp  for 
10  days. 

On  the  3rd  of  May  the  regiment  marched  to  Catoosa  Springs,  Georgia; 
thence  to  Tunnel  Hill  and  Rocky-face  Ridge,  where  it  was  engaged  in  heavy 
skirmishes.  The  command  then  pressed  onward  to  Dalton,  and  was  present  in 
reserve  during  the  battle  of  Resaca.  The  79th  marched  with  its  corps  to 
Calhoun,  Adairsville,  Kingston  and  Cassville,  encountering  severe  skirmishing 
at  all  these  points,  and  crossed  the  Etowah  river  on  the  23rd  of  May.  The  regi¬ 
ment  was  in  the  fight  at  New  Hope  Church  and  Pickett’s  Mills,  and  accompanied 
the  main  column  to  Pine-top  Mountain,  Lost  Mountain  and  Kenesaw.  Here  it 
took  part  in  the  skirmishing  that  preceeded  the  evacuation  of  that  stronghold. 
It  then  marched  to  Marietta,  and  the  Chattahoochee  river,  crossing  the  river  on 
the  14th  of  July.  The  79th  effected  the  first  crossing  of  Peach  Tree  Creek, 
capturing  the  rebel  works  and  many  prisoners.  It  was  present  and  on  active 
duty  during  the  siege  of  Atlanta,  from  July  22nd  and  until  August  24th,  when 
it  moved  with  the  main  army  to  the  south  of  Atlanta,  on  the  Macon  Railroad,  and 
was  engaged  in  the  actions  of  Jonesboro  and  Lovejoy’s  station,  Sept.  1st  and  2nd. 
The  regiment  then  returned  to  Atlanta,  arriving  there  on  the  7th,  and  remained 
in  camp  until  the  3rd  of  October.  At  that  time  the  regiment  marched  with  its 
corps  in  pursuit  of  Hood  until  it  reached  Gaylesville,  Ala.,  where  it  was 
detached  from  Sherman’s  army  and  sent  to  support  Majo^  General  Thomas, 
then  commanding  at  Nashville. 

The  79th  marched  with  its  corps  through  Chattanooga  to  Athens,  Ala.,  and 
from  thence  to  Pulaski,  Tenn.,  arriving  there  on  Nov.  1st.  Here  it  was  employed 
in  fortifying.  On  the  approach  of  the  rebel  army,  under  Gen.  Hood,  it  fell 
back  to  Columbia,  Springfield  and  Franklin,  where,  during  the  battle,  its 
division  formed  the  reserve.  The  regiment  arrived,  with  its  corps,  in  front  of 
Nashville  on  the  1st  of  December,  and  took  position  in  the  fortifications 
until  the  battle  of  Nashville.  During  this  battle  it  was  present  at  the  storming 
of  Overton  Hill,  which  was  captured,  with  9  pieces  of  artillery,  by  a  portion 
of  the  brigade  to  which  it  was  attached.  The  regiment  then  took  part  in 
the  pursuit  of  the  rebel  army,  moving  through  Brentwood,  Franklin,  Spring 
Hill,  Columbia  and  Pulaski,  Tenn.  to  Huntsville,  Ala.,  where  it  arrived  on  the  6th 
of  January,  1865.  It  remained  in  camp  at  Huntsville  until  March  17th,  and  the 
then  moved  by  rail  to  East  Tennessee,  for  the  purpose  of  participating  in  the 
contemplated  advance  upon  Richmond,  Va.,  by  the  army  of  Gen.  Thomas. 
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Disembarking  at  Morristown,  Tenn.,  the  command  marched  through  Bull’s  Gap 
and  Greenville  to  Jonesboro,  Tenn.,  where  the  further  movements  of  our  army 
were  arrested  by  the  surrender  of  the  rebel  armies  of  Virginia. 

The  79th  then  marched  back  to  Nashville,  arriving  there  on  the  26th  of 
April,  and  remained  in  camp  at  that  place  until  the  5th  of  June,  when  it  was 
ordered  to  proceed  home  for  discharge;  and  starting  at  once,  reached  Indiana¬ 
polis  on  the  7th  of  June.  It  was  present  at  a  grand  ovation  given  to  Indiana 
veterans  at  the  Capitol  grounds  on  the  11th,  welcomed  by  kind  words  from 
Governor  Morton,  Gen.  Hovey  and  others,  greeted  cordially  by  the  citizens 
and  upon  the  11th  of  June,  1865,  finally  discharged. 

The  79th  during  its  term  of  service,  has  been  constantly  in  the  field, 
upon  active  campaigns  —  never  having  been  detailed  for  garrison  duty.  It 
has  captured,  according  to  official  reports,  and  it  is  credited  with  18  pieces  of 
artillery  and  over  1000  prisoners. 

Editorial  Note,  79th  Indiana.  Although  the  79th  entered  the  conflict  almost 
a  year  after  many  of  the  other  3  year  regiments,  it  saw  action  in  almost 
every  major  campaign  and  battle  in  the  western  theatre  of  the  War.  A  regi¬ 
ment  that  could  list  in  its  itinerary  the  battles  of  Perryville,  Stones  River, 
Chickamauga,  Missionary  Ridge,  the  Atlanta  Campaign,  Franklin,  and  Nashville, 
was  most  certainly  a  “fighting  regiment”.  Dr.  William  G.  McFadden  (the 
man  who  voted  AGAINST  the  Boggstown  Resolutions!)  was  a  surgeon  with  the 
79th  during  the  entire  period  of  this  regiment’s  service.  He  was  captured 
at  Chickamauga  and  for  a  short  time  was  a  prisoner  of  the  rebels.  The  other 
officers  and  men  enlisted  in  the  79th  from  Shelby  County  were  enrolled  in  Co.  E. 
John  N.  Scott  was  the  captain  until  April  of  1864,  when  Lumen  Jones  took  over 
the  position  and  headed  the  company  for  the  balance  of  the  War. 

THE  HUNDRED  TWENTY-FIRST  REGIMENT 

NINTH  CAVALRY 

The  9th  Cavalry,  121st  Regiment,  recruited  during  the  fall  and  winter  of 
1863,  was  organized  as  a  regiment  on  the  1st  of  March,  1864,  at  Indianapolis, 
with  George  W.  Jackson  as  Colonel,  and  remained  in  the  State,  under  drill, 
until  the  3rd  of  May.  Without  completing  the  mount  (partially  accomplished) 
the  regiment,  armed  with  Enfield  rifles,  left  the  State  on  the  3rd  of  May, 
and  proceeded  to  Nashville,  by  rail,  and  thence  to  Pulaski,  Tenn.,  where  it 
was  kept  on  post  duty  until  the  23rd  of  November.  During  this  time,  it 
participated  in  skirmishes  incident  to  the  Forrest  and  Wheeler  campaigns 
of  that  period.  On  the  25th  of  Sept.,  1864,  a  portion  of  there  regiment,  under 
the  command  of  Major  Lilly,  was  in  an  engagement  at  Sulphur  Trestle,  Alabama, 
with  Forrest,  losing  120  in  killed,  wounded  and  missing. 

At  the  time  of  the  opening  of  Hood’s  campaign  in  Tennessee,  the  regiment 
fell  back  from  Pulaski  to  Nashville,  and  was  immediately  mounted  and  sent 
to  the  front.  On  Dec.  17th,  in  an  engagement  with  Forrest’s  cavalry  at  Frank- 
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lin,  it  lost  26  men  and  officers  killed,  wounded  and  prisoners.  After  the 
defeat  of  Hood’s  army  and  its  retreat  form  the  State,  the  regiment  went  into 
winter  quarters  at  Gravelly  Springs,  Ala.,  remaining  there  until  Febr.,  1865, 
when  it  embarked  on  transports  for  New  Orleans,  arriving  there  March  10.  At 
that  place  the  brigade  was  broken  up,  and  the  9th  cavalry  turning  over  its 
horses,  left  on  steamer  and  arrived  at  Vicksburg  on  March  25.  It  remained 
here  until  the  3rd  of  May,  when  it  was  again  mounted  and  did  garrison  duty  in 
the  interior  of  the  State  of  Mississippi.  It  was  mustered  out  of  service  on 
August  28,  1865.  On  the  26th  of  April,  1865,  by  the  explosion  of  the  steamer 
Sultana  on  the  Mississippi,  the  9th  lost  55  men.  Those  who  were  saved  from 
the  steamer  reached  Indianapolis  early  in  May,  and  were  there  mustered  out 
as  paroled  prisoners,  under  instructions  from  the  War  Department. 

THE  HUNDRED  THIRTY-FIRST  REGIMENT 
THIRTEENTH  CAVALRY 

The  Thirteenth  Cavalry,  One  Hundred  and  Thirty-First  Regiment,  was 
the  last  cavalry  organization  raised  in  the  State.  Recruiting  for  the  companies 
composing  the  regiment  was  commenced  in  September,  1863,  and  continued 
during  the  fall  and  winter  of  that  year.  On  the  29th  of  April,  1864,  the 
organization  of  the  regiment  was  completed,  by  its  muster  into  service, 
with  Gilbert  M.  L.  Johnson  as  Colonel.  On  the  30th  of  the  same  month  it 
left  Indianapolis,  dismounted  and  with  infantry  arms  and  accoutrements, 
for  Nashville,  Tennessee.  The  regiment  remained  in  camp  of  instruction 
at  that  place  until  the  31st  of  May,  when  it  was  ordered  to  Huntsville, 
Alabama,  for  the  purpose  of  garrisoning  that  post.  During  the  stay  of  the 
command  at  that  place,  it  was  engaged  in  several  skirmishes  with  prowling 
bands  of  rebel  cavalry,  and  on  the  1st  of  October,  held  the  place  against 
the  entire  command  of  the  rebel  General  Buford. 

On  the  16th  of  October,  companies  “A  ”,  “C”,  “D”,  “F”,  “H”,  and  “I”, 
under  the  command  of  Colonel  Johnson,  proceeded  to  Louisville,  Kentucky, 
for  the  purpose  of  drawing  horses  and  equipment  for  the  entire  command. 
Upon  their  arrival  there,  the  companies  were  ordered  to  Paducah,  under 
command  of  Major  Moore,  to  assist  in  repelling  an  attack  of  General  Forrest. 
Leaving  Paducah  on  the  1st  of  November,  they  returned  to  Louisville,  where  the 
object  of  their  mission  was  completed,  and  the  line  of  march  was  taken  up  for 
Nashville,  at  which  point  the  remaining  companies  from  Huntsville,  reported 
to  Regimental  headquarters.  On  the  30th  of  November,  companies  “A”,  “C”, 
“D”,  “F”,  “H  ”,  and  “I”,  fully  mounted  and  equipped,  under  command  of 
Colonel  Johnson,  proceeded  to  Lavergne,  under  orders  from  General  Thomas 
to  watch  the  movements  of  blood’s  army,  then  advancing  on  Nashville. 
These  companies  being  cut  off  from  the  line  of  retreat,  retired,  in  obedience  to 
orders  from  General  Wilson,  upon  Murfreesboro,  reporting  to  General  Rousseau, 
under  whose  direction  they  participated  in  the  battle  of  Overall’s  Creek, 
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Wilkinson’s  Pike,  and  twelve  different  skirmishes  with  the  enemy  with  a 
loss  of  sixty-five  men  killed  and  wounded,  and  two  men  missing,  from  an 
aggregate  present  for  duty  of  three  hundred  and  twenty-five.  During  the 
same  period  companies  “B”,  “E”,  “G”,  “K”,  “L”,  and  “M”,  left  at  Nashville, 
under  command  of  Lieutenant  Colonel  Pepper,  participated,  dismounted, 
in  the  battle  of  Nashville  on  the  15th  and  16th  of  December,  immediately 
after  which  they  were  joined  by  the  other  six  companies  from  Murfreesboro. 
After  effecting  an  exchange  of  arms  and  procurring  an  entire  re-mount,  the 
regiment  was  assigned  to  the  2nd  Brigade,  7th  Division  of  the  Cavalry  Corps 
of  the  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi,  Colonel  Johnson  commanding 
the  brigade. 

On  the  11th  of  February,  1865,  the  Thirteenth  Cavalry  embarked  on 
transports  for  New  Orleans,  but  disembarked  at  Vicksburg,  under  the  orders 
of  General  Canby,  to  prepare  for  a  raid  on  the  Mobile  and  Ohio  Railroad. 
These  orders  being  countermanded,  the  regiment  left  Vicksburg  on  transports 
on  the  6th  of  March,  for  its  original  destination,  and,  on  arriving  at  New 
Orleans,  re-embarked  for  Navy  Cove,  Mobile  Bay,  where  it  reported  to 
General  Canby,  and  assisted  in  the  operations  against  the  forts  and  defenses 
of  Mobile.  It  was  also  engaged  in  running  a  courier  line  to  Florida,  connecting 
with  General  Asboth.  After  the  fall  of  Mobile,  under  command  of  General 
Grierson,  the  regiment  was  placed  in  condition  for  a  long  march,  and,  on  the 
17th  of  April,  started  on  a  raid  of  some  eight  hundred  miles  through  the 
States  of  Alabama,  Georgia  and  Mississippi,  arriving  at  Columbus,  in  the 
latter  State,  on  the  22nd  of  May.  From  thence  it  proceeded  to  Macon, 
Mississippi,  garrisoning  that  point  and  the  line  of  railroad,  sixty  miles 
in  extent,  and  taking  possession  of  immense  quantities  of  captured  commissary 
quartermaster  and  ordinance  stores  and  ordinance.  On  the  6th  of  June,  the 
regiment  returned  to  Columbus,  Mississippi,  and  remained  there  until  orders 
were  received  for  muster-out,  then  it  proceeded  to  Vicksburg,  where  it  was 
mustered  out  of  the  service  on  the  18th  of  November,  1865.  Proceeding 
homeward,  it  reached  Indianapolis  on  the  25th  of  November,  with  twenty-three 
officers  and  six  hundred  and  thirty-three  men,  for  final  discharge,  and,  on 
that  day,  partook  of  a  substantial  dinner  at  the  Soldier’s  Home,  after  which 
the  regiment  marched  to  the  State  House,  where  it  was  publicly  received  by  an 
assemblage  of  citizens.  Lieutenant  Governor  Baker,  in  an  appropriate  speech, 
welcomed  the  soldiers  home.  He  was  followed  by  General  Thomas  W.  Bennett, 
after  which  General  G.  M.  L.  Johnson,  Lieutenant  Colonel  Moore  and  Captain 
Walls  responded  in  behalf  of  the  regiment. 

In  June,  1865,  Colonel  Johnson  was  assigned  to  the  command  of  the 
sub-district  of  north-east  Mississippi,  and  from  that  date  until  the  muster- 
out  of  the  regiment,  Colonel  Johnson  held  this  important  command,  the 
immediate  command  of  the  regiment  devolving  upon  Lieutenant  Colonel  Moore. 
On  the  25th  of  September,  1865,  in  consideration  of  meritorious  services  rendered, 
Colonel  Johnson  was  promoted  to  the  rank  of  Brevet  Brigadier  General. 
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The  Governors  of  Ohio,  Indiana,  Illinois,  and  Wisconsin  having  offered 
to  raise  for  the  service  of  the  General  Government  a  force  of  Volunteers  to 
serve  for  one  hundred  days,  Governor  Morton,  on  the  23rd  of  April,  1864, 
issued  his  call  for  Indiana’s  proportion  of  that  force.  The  troops  thus 
raised  were  to  perform  such  military  services  as  might  be  required  of  them  in 
any  State,  and  were  to  be  armed,  subsisted,  clothed  and  paid  by  the  United 
States,  but  were  not  to  receive  any  bounty.  These  troops  were  designed 
to  aid  in  making  the  campaign  of  1864  successful  and  decisive,  by  relieving 
a  large  number  of  veterans  from  garrison  and  guard  duty,  and  allow  them 
to  join  their  companions  in  arms,  then  about  entering  upon  one  of  the  most 
active  and  important  campaigns  of  the  war.  Their  places  were  filled  by  the 
One  Hundred  Days  Men  as  fast  as  the  latter  could  be  organized  into 
regiments  and  sent  forward  from  the  camps  of  rendezvous.  The  organizations 
from  Indiana  consisted  of  eight  regiments,  numbered  consecutively  from'  the 
One  Hundred  and  Thirty-Second  to  the  One  Hundred  and  Thirty-Ninth, 
inclusive. 

The  One  Hundred  and  Thirty-Second  Regiment  was  organized  at  Indiana¬ 
polis  on  the  17th  day  of  May,  1864,  and  mustered  into  service  on  the  18th 
day  of  May,  1864,  with  Samuel  C.  Vance  as  Colonel,  and  departed  at  once 
for  Tennessee.  Seven  companies  of  the  regiment  were  raised  in  Indianapolis 
and  vicinity,  one  company  at  Shelby ville,  one  at  Franklin,  and  one  at  Danville. 

Each  of  these  regiments,  on  arriving  at  Nashville,  was  assigned  to  duty 
at  different  places  along  the  lines  of  the  Nashville  and  Chattanooga,  Tennessee 
and  Alabama  and  Memphis  and  Charleston  Railroads,  and  until  the  latter 
part  of  August,  1864,  were  kept  constantly  engaged  in  guarding  these  lines 
of  communication,  used  by  General  Sherman  for  the  transportation  of  supplies 
to  his  army  then  advancing  on  Atlanta.  The  regiments  all  served  beyond  the 
period  of  one  hundred  days  and  returned  to  Indianapolis  where  they  were 
finally  discharged  from  service. 


“SOLDERS  HERE  TO-DAY” 

Soldiers  and  saviors  of  the  homes  we  love; 

Heroes  and  patriots  who  marched  away, 

And  who  marched  back,  and  who  marched  on  above  — 
All  —  all  are  here  to-day  ! 


James  Whitcomb  Riley 
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Editorial  Note:— Reprinted  here  is  an  excerpt  from  the  diary  of  Sgt.  (later  Lt. ) 
David  Fately,  a  Flat  Rock  soldier  in  Co.  D,  33rd  Indiana.  This  was  written 
on  March  9  and  10,  1863,  near  Tullahoma,  Tennessee,  shortly  after  the  battle 
of  Thompson’s  Station,  in  which  the  Union  forces  were  captured,  and  Fateley 
made  prisoner.  Reading  of  this  passage  should  give  us  a  clearer  conception 
than  we  might  otherwise  have,  of  the  suffering  and  hardships  endured  by  the 
Boys  in  Blue  in  their  efforts  to  save  the  Union. 

The  Passage:— “We  were  then  kept  in  the  court  yard  til  noon  before  we  got 
any  thing  to  eat  then  we  got  two  days  rations  of  corn  bread  &  fat  meat  & 
started  for  Tullahoma  we  came  9  miles  &  camped  in  a  cedar  grove  we  lay  down 
to  sleep  at  9  &  rested  well  til  3  when  it  commenced  to  rain  &  it  just  kept  it  up 
we  got  up  &  stood  around  our  fires  til  7  o’clock  when  we  started  on  we  have 
12  miles  to  go  yet  it  rained  as  hard  as  it  could  we  had  to  cross  five  or  six 
creeks  &  had  to  wade  them  I  never  saw  such  roads  &  never  had  such  a  time 
We  got  to  Tullahoma  at  4  &  were  wet  tired  and  hungry  &  were  put  in  a  lot 
where  the  mud  was  shoe  mouth  deep  &  it  pooring  it  down  as  fast  as  it  could 
we  only  had  a  few  sticks  of  green  oak  wood  &  we  started  a  fire  &  crowded 
around  it  I  have  seen  a  great  many  sights  but  this  beat  all  of  them  we  had 
nothing  to  eat  but  meal  &  a  little  bacon  we  made  some  mush  in  our  tin  cups  & 
ate  it  with  our  fat  meat  this  was  the  best  we  could  do  I  never  saw  men  suffer 
as  we  do  but  you  never  hear  a  murmur  out  of  us.” 


SHELBY  COUNTY  CIVIL  WAR 


The  only  known  photo  of  a 
Shelby  County  Civil  War  Sol¬ 
dier  in  uniform.  The  above  is 
Sampson  Meiks  listed  in  the 
Roster  of  Volunteers  on  page  20. 


An  authentic  reproduction  of 
an  original  wood  cut  depicting 
Capt.  Jack  Flynn.  This  is  the 
only  picture  of  Shelby  County’s 
most  famous  Civil  War  Soldier. 


See  story  on  page  4. 
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A  reproduction  of  the  original  commission  naming  Jack  Flynn  as  a  Lieutenant 
and  signed  by  the  governor  of  Indiana. 


SHELBY  COUNTY  CIVIL  WAR 


Excerpts  from  the  Poem 

“RETROSPECTION” 

by  William  R.  Hartpence 
Sgt.  Major,  51st  Indiana 

“A  vision  floats  before  me,  a  phantom  troop  goes  by, 

With  bayonets  glistening  brightly,  and  banners  waving  high: 

Down  to  the  fields  of  strife  they  go,  with  proud  and  gallant  tread; 
Down  to  the  feast  of  carnage— to  the  harvest  of  the  dead. 

We  marched  and  bunked  together,  on  the  mountain-side  and  plain; 
On  barks  of  trees  we  made  our  beds  at  Shiloh,  in  the  rain; 

You  nursed  me  in  my  sickness,  and  brought  me  back  to  life; 

Your  cheers  inspired  my  courage,  in  the  din  and  heat  of  strife; 

And  so,  my  grizzled  comrade,  as  we  near  life’s  ragged  edge, 

I  warm  to  you,  and  here  renew,  our  old  fraternal  pledge. 

Our  tramping  days  are  nearly  done;  our  sun  is  in  the  west; 

We’re  nearing  camp;— I  see  the  light !  We  soon  will  take  our  rest: 

So,  here’s  a  health  to  you  and  yours,  my  comrades  true  and  brave,— 
To  the  dear  old  flag  we  love  so  much,— forever  may  it  wave ! 
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